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COVER PHOTO 


“They start growing when they start wonder- 
ing” is a key line from the dramatic phantasy 
reprinted in full in this issue (page 28). This un- 
usual play, SPACE ISN’T FAR ENOUGH, describes 
candidly the Luther League’s relaiionship to its 
members, the Church, and the world. Written by 
Dr. Robert Huldschiner, it was presented at the 
recent biennial convention at Cornell, directed 
by John Kulsar and acted by LLA members. 


The “little leaguer” on the cover represents that 
unashamed wonder and curiosity that all “big 
leaguers” must have if they are to be vital 
Christians in a world of many fences. 
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YESTERDAY'S PLAYGROUND 


how will they understand? 


@ Saturday afternoon many years ago Vic Annon and I saw a movie 
called TARZAN OF THE APES starring Johnny Weismuller and 
Maureen O'Sullivan. This movie made such an impact on me that mo- 
ments of it stayed in my memory for years. ; 

For instance, I can remember the scene where three witch-doctors 
stepped out of the jungle darkness to accost Jane, her father and her 
bad-tempered fiancé. One of the witch-doctors had long, flabby ear lobes 
that touched his shoulders and enormous blocks of wood in his lips that 
gave him the appearance of a corner mailbox. The second wore a lion’s 
headress with the fangs of a lion protruding from his own mouth. The 
third had little stones grafted under his skin, giving him the warty ap- 
pearance of a gourd. I was very uncomfortable as the camera focussed 
on these faces and worried for a long time after about encountering such 
fiends in real life. 

There was another scene where Jane fell off a cliff. One of the 
porters fell first, screaming the entire thousand feet drop to his: death. 
Then Jane fell. Fortunately she was tied to the waist of her fiancé by 
a rope. She swung and screamed over the chasm for five minutes until 
pulled to safety while the audience sat straight in its seats. 

Meanwhile high in the trees Tarzan cavorted with his apes. Occa- 
sionally he would give a metallic scream to call his friends the elephants 
or he would leap upon an MGM lion for some hand-to-hand combat. 
Then he met Jane. I was too young to retain much in my memory of the 
story after Tarzan met Jane. 

For the rest of the summer Vic Annon and I re-enacted many scenes 
from this movie. Dressed only in chamois-skin shorts spotted with ink, 


by OLIVER ANDRESEN 


Vic Annon played Tarzan by sitting in a tree. Sometimes he would 
swing among the branches. Sometimes with a scream he would scramble 
down to assault the Parkers’ old collie, Laddy, who lived up the street. 
I couldn’t climb trees very well and so I was the witch-doctor with wide 
eyes and a huge pout crouching behind a bush. We knew, of course, 
that there was no one such as Tarzan, but we liked to pretend there 
was, just the same. 

Then last summer I took my nephew to a Saturday matinee. The 
main feature was none other than this old movie of TARZAN OF 
THE APES. With a nostalgic smile, I sat back to enjoy my old experi- 
ence with the new generation. I overlooked the ripples of good humor 
as the story began to unfold. But the cackles of laughter which followed 
could not be ignored. Scenes that had given Vic Annon and me such 
terror were received with the most unabashed derision. The appearance 
of the witch-doctors brought down the house while some wit up front 
compared them to his teachers and neighbors. A roar of applause greeted 
Jane's tumble from the cliff. “Cut the rope!Cut the rope!”” some little 
voice insisted. And as she was slowly tugged to safety, a witty boy up 
front called out, ‘Third floor, please.” 

I guess the very young of today are a realistic generation. Living in 
an age where imagination is replaced by scientific achievement, their pre- 
tending is forced to stay within reality—a world that was, or is, or will 
be. Cowboys! Cars! Rockets! No more make-believe. No more Tarzans 
or Cinderellas. And so they will grow up to think about Umivacs and 
power mowers. But how will they understand the “mysteries” of life if 
yesterday's playground—the world of fantasy—is a closed frontier ? 


EVENTS 


PROJECTS, TOPICS, AND TRIPS 


Leaguers of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Silver Spring, Md 
have had a number of interesting things on the agenda durin 
the last few months. Their clothing drive was highly suc 
cessful. Four cars loaded with clothes and leaguers heade 
for the inner mission society. 


One evening they had a talk on juvenile delinquency b 
a parole officer. The speaker told what training schools ar 
like and how a parole officer carries out his duties. 


A trip to the Franciscan monastery and a mosque wer 
other items on the summer schedule, along with retreat: 
regular meetings, and rallies and conventions. 


PACIFIC SOUTHWEST HAD ACTIVE SUMMER 


The Luther League of Pacific Southwest synod has bee 
having a busy summer. Their activities continue into th 
winter. 


May 2, 3 the Northern conference had a spring rally < 
Mt. Cross. May 23 the Southern conference had their sprin 
rally at Baldwin Park. 


July 20-26 is the Young Men’s Retreat at Pacific Luthera 
Seminary. The Young Women’s Retreat is held at the sam 
place July 27. 


Training sessions are next on the schedule. The Leades 
ship training school will be held at the University of Rec 
lands, August 4-7. The school will teach the principle of goo 
leaguing, topic and devotional planning and presentation, an 
recreational ideas. 


The deputation program for the Posses is scheduled at th 
same time at the same site. The group will be limited to 5 
young people from senior high school and college. 


August 8, 9 will see the convening of the synodical Luther 
League, again at the University of Redlands. 


In October there will be a joint rally with the youth of 
Augustana Lutheran churches. 1000 are expected at the 
rally in Pasadena. 


Fall conference rallies fall in November at Thanksgiving 
time with election of officers the only item of business. 
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STREAMLINED NORTH PENN ELECTION 


Abandoning the cumbersome convention method of elect- 
ing officers, the North Penn district Luther League (MOP) 
streamlined its business affairs by holding instead a spring 
dinner meeting at St. Michael’s, Sellersville. More than 100 
leaguers answered roll call. After a melt-in-your-mouth 
chicken dinner, they held a song fest and listened to Rexine 
Rex, MOPLL representative. 


Joan Wood was reelected president along with these new 
faces on the executive slate: Dale Johnson, vice president; 
Christine Moore, secretary; Dale Carver, treasurer; and John 
Schmidt, financial secretary. The new officers were installed 
in a candlelight installation service. The meditation was given 
by the Rev. Ernest H. Flothmeier, pastor of St. Paul’s, Telford. 


South Carolina executives re- 
lax with games and eats dur- 
ing convention planning con- 
ference at Newberry College. 
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VOLKSWAGEN IN TOPIC 
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Can you imagine a Volkswagen taking part in a Luther 
League topic? Well, one did in Lewisburg, Ohio. Actually, 
it was a side attraction. It was part of a miniature fair featuring 
Swiss cheese, wooden shoes, fortune cookies, pizza, and sput- 
nik tea. All of this took’place because the leaguers heard a 
Wittenberg student, Ronald Schooler, describe the 1958 Brus- 
sels Worlds Fair. 


Other recent Ohio programs had the Greenville leaguers 
as hosts to the Norwood league for a March Migration meet- 
ing at which time the pastor, Rev. Jerry Schmalenberger, spoke 
about John Mark. Leaguers from St. Paul’s Akron, had a 
youth weekend. Square dancing, swimming, and a Sunday 
program of two church services and Sunday school. 


Easter projects were a favorite among Ohio Luther Leaguers. 
Leaguers of Jerusalem, Acme parish, planted and potted 
geranium slips for delivery to shut-ins during their semi- 
annual visit. Third, Springfield leaguers had a Parents Nite 
penn The same group went Easter caroling by chartered 
bus. 


Canton leaguers held a special devotional service for resi- 
dents of the ILG nursing home. In addition to an Easter 


em | 
Once again, for the 
second year, the Luthy 
er League of Canada 
is operating a HELP 
program. Eleven vis- 
its have been made 
by the energetic 
teams. Members of 
one team gave up 
Christmas _ holidays 
svand traveled 500 
“ miles to make one 
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sunrise service, Shanesville leaguers presented a special Easter 
program on the life of Jesus. 

Many LLO leagues served Easter breakfast following sun- 
rise services. 


MORAL QUESTIONS RAISED 


Delicate medical and moral questions relating to contra- 
ception, artificial insemination, sterilization, abortion and 
euthanasia will be explored and clarified by the ULCA’s Board 
of Social Missions. The Board’s department of social action 
has been authorized to plan a consultation of theologians and 
members of the medical profession to explore the moral prob- 
lems in connection with certain areas of medical treatment. 


Twenty-one students from Lutheran theo- 
logical seminaries are serving as resident Prot- 
estant chaplains at various Boy Scout camps 
across the country. The men were assigned to 
different camps through the chaplaincy service SEMINARIANS 
program of the National Lutheran committee 


on Scouting. ARE SCOUT 
The usual program of Scout chaplains in- CHAPLAINS 


cludes religious activities such as daily worship 
and devotional services, study of the Bible, 
sharing tracts, and giving thanks at meals. In 
addition, they interest scouts in the Pro Deo 
et Patria, and God and Country church awards, 
counsel individual campers and staff members, 
and assist in various scouting activities. 


PASTORS SAVED 


A Coast Guard helicopter lifted two Lutheran ministers 
from the Atlantic Ocean off the Florida Coast after a wave 
capsized their boat and threw them into the sea. The Rev. 
John Houck, Sr., of Baltimore, Md., and the Rev. Albert R. 
Schmidt of Miami Springs, Fla., spent more than an hour 
clinging to their capsized craft as waves battered them about 
before they were pulled from the Atlantic by the whirlybird 
‘erew. : 


A strong tide threatened to sweep the clergymen farthér 
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out into the choppy ocean when swimmers on shore saw them 
and sounded the alarm. The Rev. Mr. Schmidt said, “I know 
the real meaning of prayer now.” 


LEAGUE DRAMA ACCLAIMED 


MESSENGER 
OF THE LORD 
WITH FAITH, 
HOPE, AND 
LOVE 


The league of Mayer Memorial Lutheran Church, New- 
berry, S. C., presented the most widely acclaimed event in its 
present history when it gave the “Drama of the Resurrec- 
tion’’ to a packed church the Tuesday night of Holy Week. 


The uniqueness of the manner of presentation was the key 
to the drama’s success. The entire drama was recorded on 
tape, as well as the hymns before and after the service. 


The drama was done as it was 
given in the March issue of 
LUTHER LIFE with additional 
sound effects and lighting. The 
production was under the direc- 
tion of the Rev. Ralph W. Hoff- 
meyer, senior league advisor, and 
Fred Glazier, member of the 
Newberry College Players. They 
were assisted by Mrs. Mary Ham- 
bree, intermediate advisor. 


The drama took place in the 
chancel which was changed into a 
garden, complete with tomb and 
live palm. The first scene opened 
with the Voice of the Evangelist. 
For this scene the open Bible on the lectern was used. On 
this fell a hazy light. 


The second scene of the Old Testament was one of the 
most dramatic moments of the production. The entire Chancel 
area was bathed in a red light and in its center there was a 
brazier. The costumes of these characters—Jonah, David, and 
Isaiah—matched perfectly their occupations. This scene cre- 
ated the greatest excitement; Rev. Hoffmeyer’s thunder was 
so loud some thought he had blown the fuses in the electrical 
system. 


If the second scene was the most dramatic, the third was 
the spiritual uplift of the drama. Mayer Memorial Church 


EVENTS 


has one of the most beautiful chancels in the area. Above 
the altar is the ‘Ascension Window”’ with its figure of Christ. 
The figure is so large that the nail prints in his hands and 
feet can be seen from the balcony. The directors used this 
as a marked advantage. When the angel in the drama told 
the women to go and say that Christ is risen, the window 
lights came on and the hymn, “I Know that My Redeemer 
Lives” was played. 


The entire cast came up the aisle to the altar. Last of all 
came death who bowed to the floor before the Christ whom 
he could not hold in his bonds. 


FIRST DISTRICT RALLY HELD 


The West Coast Berbice district Luther League held its 
first district rally recently at Christ Lutheran Church, Seafield. 
The president of the synodical Luther League was a speaker. 
Main speaker was the Rev. W. E. Cox who spoke on “The 
Ten Commandments of Christian Service.” 


Elected officers are Neville Ishmael, president; Samuel 
Johnson, vice president; Sybil Watson, secretary; and Miss 
T. Subdhani and Mr. J. Ramkarran, members of the execu- 
tive committee. 


COMMUNIST YOUTH RECOMMEND POLYGAMY 


A Communist youth magazine in Poland suggested that 
because of the “‘considerable shortage’ of women in Poland, 
the government should permit polygamy (here meaning more 
than one husband). Radar, noted for its ultra-progressive 
views, argued that polygamy was “recognized as normal” 
in ancient times “until the Roman Catholic Church con- 
demned it.” The paper continued: “Now that the Catholic 
Church is no longer an official church in Poland, there should 
be no obstacle to reviving polygamy.” 


Don’t get boxed in! Order your youth Sunday 


materials now from the LLA office. 


BARBECUES 
and 


BULLFIGHTS 


H‘v2 you ever wondered, while 
on an outing with the family, 
how “togetherness” is achieved in dis- 
tant lands? Among Eskimos, indoor 
“picnics” are popular; seated around a 
steaming kettle, the.family munches 
raw fish. While you “paddle along on 
your favorite lake, the Swiss family 
Robinson is sailing high in the Alpines 
while their neighbors are scaling the 
Matterhorn. 

While you sip your modern soft 
drinks in cans, a typical family in 
Uganda is sipping banana beer from 
earthen mugs. A few miles away, 
everyone past the teething stage 1s 
smoking pipes. 

Family recreations vary with time 
and place, but some are as universal as 
the community sing around the barbe- 
cue fire. Record has it that as far back 
as 1225, winter-bound English fami- 
lies huddled around a hearth and hope- 
fully warbled, ‘Summer is icumen in.” 

Spectator sports are popular around 
the globe. The Spaniard takes his 
brood to see the weekly bullfights. So 
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Near Pretoria, $.A., a Ndeble 
‘child kibitzes while mother 
decorates their home. 


does a Balinese father. So did Egyptian 
parents thousands of years ago! 


Egyptian parents were the indulgent 
type. Children: were cherished along 
the Nile, and family games resembling 
checkers and parcheesi were popular. 

Amusements were rougher in the 
gamey days of medieval England. Men 
and women played a muscular version 
of blindman’s buff in which the object 
was to swat the unlucky “It’’ as hard 
as possible without getting caught. If 
the kids joined in, they had to be pre- 
pared to defend themselves. 

Similar rough-housing goes on 
among today’s Pitcairn Islanders, 
descendants of the ““Bounty’’ mutineers 
and the local Polynesians. For kicks, 
village families have a tug of war, 
males against females. The girls in- 
variably win; they're heavier! 

Birth, death and marriage are uni- 
versal reasons for a gathering of the 
clan. Wakes are common—and unruly 
—from Togoland to Ireland. In pre- 
Communist China, every tenth year of 
a person’s life was supposed to have 
special significance. A family might 
spend the equivalent of a thousand 
dollars on one of these “important” 
birthday parties, inviting not only the 
whole huge network of cousins and in- 
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laws, but neighboring families as well. 

One family’s work is another's play. 
Do-it-yourself kits are unknown in 
Balinese villages, but the family builds 
its own hut from whitewashed mud 
walls to thatched roof. Neighbors 
pitch in, as they did in our own log 
cabin days, someone passes around a 
potion or a refrain, and work shades 
off into play. 

Amusements are being swapped 
around in our rapidly shrinking world. 
An American official introduced square 
dancing to the Indonesians—even to 
the loud plaid shirts. 
One African tribe is 
heavily dependent on 
the bicycle for pleasure 
and business trips into 
town. A family of four 
on a bicycle built for 
two is a common sight 
in those parts. 


Bowling is well 
known in places as far 
flung as Egypt and Aus- 
tralia. Not to mention 
the United States, 
where it’s become our 
most popular family 
sport. A far cry from 
the days of King 
Charles I, who forbade 
bowling to all but the 
British aristocracy. The 
common man was to 
concentrate on archery, 
because the king deem- 
ed it a better prepara- 
tion for military serv- 
ice. How wrong he was 
can be proven by the 
United States Army, 
which builds bowling 
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alleys at its installations. 

We may never know how the bull: 
fight became popular in ancient Egypt 
—or who started the idea of huge 
birthday parties among Chinese—but 
one thing is sure, all over the world. 
in every generation everyone loves 4 
good game. 
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Watch for “Praise and Thanksgiving” 


and “The Trinity’ in November 


LUTHER LIFE. 


A primitive ferris wheel in India 
has seats big enough for the whole 
family. How does it turn? 


PUT 
YOUR TALENTS 


INTO ORBIT! 


your college launching pad: 


Your future 


Career orbit: 
A CHURCH VOCATION 


Ministry 
Teaching 
Social Work 
Missions 
Journalism 
Medicine 
Music 
Diaconate 
Nursing 


Administration 


A LUTHERAN COLLEGE. 


Carthage, Carthage, Illinois 
Gettysburg, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 
Hartwick, Oneonta, New York 

Lenoir Rhyne, Hickory, North Carolina 
Marion, Marion, Virginia 

Midland, Fremont, Nebraska 
Muhlenberg, Allentown, Pennsylvania 
Newberry, Newberry, South Carolina 
Roanoke, Salem, Virginia 
Susquehanna, Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania 
Thiel, Greenville, Pennsylvania 
Wagner, Staten Island, New York 
Waterloo, Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 
Wittenberg, Springfield, Ohio 


for information without obligation write: 


The Vocational Counselor 

The Board of Higher Education 

The United Lutheran Church in America 
231 Madison Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 
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are the clergy all wet— 


or really in the swim? 


Have you ever seen your pastor in a dive before? 


pager 


: 


CLOUD 


by CLAUDE E. SCHICK 


aAreadia you. see that?” Lhe 
speaker sat upright in the sand near 
the lake. 

“See what?” queried his companion 
sleepily as he rolled over and faced his 
friend. 

“Did you see that guy dive? Man, 
it was a beauty.” 

“Who do you mean? The man 
swimming out to the raft?” 

“Yeah, I wish I could dive like 
that.” 

“Why Ed, that’s our minister,” Art 
replied with a bit of amusement in his 
voice. “I didn’t know he was any good 
at diving or swimming. You're right. 
He is good. But he’s not much of a 
baseball player.” 

It was an annual outing, sponsored 
by the Luther League and the young 
married couples club. Art was a Lu- 
ther Leaguer and his friend Ed, visit- 
ing him for the weekend, had been 
invited. ‘Sure, I'll go along. Might 
meet some of your girls,” had been 
Ed’s way of accepting. Art and Ed 
had become friends because their 
fathers were employed in the same 
factory and the families had visited 
each other even though they didn’t 
ive in the same town. Both boys were 
high school seniors and expected to go 
to college. 


A few minutes later the pastor 
emerged from the water. “Pastor Mar- 
tin,’ called Arthur, “Ed. here thinks 
your pretty good at swimming and 
diving. Where did you learn?” 

“Hello Art. So this is your friend 
Ed.” The pastor extended a dripping 
hand. “I guess I was brought up in 
the water and when I was a counselor 
at summer camp the swimming super- 
visor taught me a great deal. Since | 
love the water I guess I picked it up 
easily.” 

“Well I didn’t think ministers could 
or would go swimming. I’ve never 
known one very well. They always 
seemed out on Cloud 19 and different 
than other people,’ commented Ed. 
“Seeing you dive and swim like that 
seems strange to me.” 

“You evidently have the same idea 
that a lot of people have—and that 
I at one time had—about ministers. 
We're really human beings.” 

“T’ll admit I don’t know much about 
ministers. I used to go to Sunday 
school but Dad got mad at something 
the minister said and gradually we 
didn’t go anymore,” said Ed with a 
bit of embarrassment. 

“You must admit, Pastor,’ quickly 
commented Art to relieve the tension 
of the moment, ‘‘ministers are differ- 


15 


ent than other men and I suppose 
they’ve got to be different to want to 
go into the ministry in the first place.” 

The pastor sat down beside the boys. 
“Yes, you're right. Ministers are dif- 
ferent—that is, good ministers—but 
perhaps not quite in the way you fel- 
lows are thinking. To do a good job 
no matter what your occupation, or 
calling, may be you must be different. 
Certainly there are some ways in which 
Mr. Wagner, the lawyer, is different 
from Mr. Henry who is a construc- 
tion worker. In many ways we are 
much the same but in a few ways we 
are different. Now if I were preach- 
ing a sermon I might point out the 
marvelous way God can use each of us 
in his occupation. But you aren’t in- 
terested in a sermon right now. How 
about a swim?” 

Later Ed confided in his friend, 
“Your minister seems like a pretty 
swell man; I'd like to hear what he 
has to say about ministers being dif- 
ferent.” 

Before the afternoon was over they 
had their chance as the pastor was 
stretched out in the warm sand. ‘‘Pas- 
tor, Ed and I would like to hear a 


little more about ministers being dif- 
ferent.” 

“All right,” replied the pastor, “you 
asked for it. Now first of all you may 
be thinking of the way we dress. Most 
of the time many of us dress differ- 
ently than other men. I usually wear 
dark grey or black with a clerical col- 
lar. Why? For one thing, no matter 
where I go, into hospitals to visit the 
sick, to the store, any where, people 
will know that I am a minister of the 
church. In a way it is a reminder to 
the unchurched and ungodly. Some- 
times complete strangers will chat with 
me about most ordinary things or mat- 
ters that are troubling them. They 
know they can trust us and that we'll 
listen to them sympathetically. The 
sailor wears the uniform of his branch 
of the service. We are in the service 
too, God's service, and clerical dress is 
no more strange than a sailor's.” 

“That's right,’ chuckled Art. “We 
often laughed at Dad’s old navy uni- 
form he wore during the war, with its 
odd jumper, tight pants, and that tie!” 

“However,” continued Pastor Mar- 
tin, “this is optional. Some of my fel- 
low ministers, who are good ministers, 
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seldom or never wear clerical clothes. 
But all this is on the surface. There 
are other things more important. For 
one thing, a minister must like people. 
He must be the kind of person who 
likes to be among people, to listen to 
them—and sometimes listen to them 
at great length many times until they 
begin to reveal the things that trouble 
them, puzzle them, confuse them about 
life. They could talk the same way to 
any other person but they know that 
the minister has a greater knowledge 
about God and will try to interpret 
life for them and explain things ac- 
cording to the message in the scrip- 
tures. He is a man who likes people 
tegardless of their outward appearance, 
their social background, because he 
looks at them as being children of 
God and not clients or customers. Still 
ts even more than just liking people, 
t's being concerned about them. 
Everyone has needs, not necessarily 
shysical needs, but spiritual needs. 
Everyone wants someone to know 
hem, to understand them, for what 
hey are—children of God. When they 
ire hurt or unhappy or weighed down 
x even willingly wicked he is con- 
‘erned about them. 

“Sometime read John 10:1-16. 
Che Gospels tell us in so many 
slaces of Christ's love and concern for 
eople. That's true of the minister too. 
de knows everyone has a soul that is 
srecious to God, and he is concerned 
or its welfare. There is a devil at 
vork trying to destroy that soul, draw- 
ng it away from God. By the way, 
ometime read the Screwtape Letters 
y C. S. Lewis. Screwtape was the 
‘time minister of Hell and gives ad- 
ice on how to harm and destroy a 


soul.” 

“That's a new angle and sounds in- 
teresting,” rejoined Art. ‘Sometime 
I'd like to borrow your copy, pastor.” 

“Do you want to hear more?” asked 
the pastor. The boys nodded. “Well, 
a minister has to be a man who has the 
ability and willingness to learn. It 
takes seven years of study or eight if 
he takes out a year for internship. And 
it means study in order to learn the 
truth about God, the Christian way of 
life, the needs of people and how to 
understand them as well as the society 
in which we live. If it takes lots of 
preparation for a man to become a 
doctor in order to take care of the 
human body, it takes even more to take 
care of souls. There isn’t an area of 
life about which the pastor shouldn’t 
know something. And a whole life- 
time is insufficient to grasp all of the 
meaning of the Bible. His study has 
to continue throughout his life. Lots of 
times the minister is at home when 
other men are at business or the fac- 
tory, reading and _ studying—books, 
books and more books, written by 
wiser men than he, and above all the 
Bible. As a minister I read 2 Timothy 
—that’s in the New Testament too— 
nearly every week, although during 
the several years of my ministry I 
don’t think I ever preached a sermon 
from one of its verses.’’ 

“Why Second Timothy?” said Art. 

“I’m not saying. Read it yourself 
and see if you can guess why,” replied 
Pastor Martin. “Jane Drever has a 
copy of J. B. Phillips, The New Testa- 
ment in Modern English. 1 see you 
there once in a while. Borrow Jane’s 
copy and read Phillips’ translation of 
2 Timothy and if you have time read 
1 Timothy 3:14 to 4:16 in the same 
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volume. If you can’t figure it out stop 
in at the parsonage some day and I'll 
explain it to you. 

“Furthermore, a minister must be a 
patient person. I don’t know of any 
calling that requires more patience. 
This is one of the hardest things for 
me to learn. There are so many things 
I want-our congregation to do and be- 
come. I want to open eyes to the re- 
sponsibilities we have to other people 
in other places. But I have had to learn 
to be patient. The seeds I saw your 
mother planting didn’t grow into 
plants and flowers over night. God is 
patient and I must be a man of God. 

“There are many other things too 
that I might mention. A minister must 
have a sense of humor and often laugh 
at himself. He must try to develop his 
personality, his voice, his language so 
that people understand clearly what 
he is trying to tell them. He's got to 
have a right judgment in all things, 
and profit by good and bad experi- 
ences. But this above all—a minister 
of the gospel must have within him a 
love for Jesus Christ and a burning 
desire to have people come to love and 
serve the Master. No other occupation 
or profession has that as its chief aim. 
I shall never forget the gospel which 
was read the day I was ordained, John 
21:15-17. The president of our synod 
preached on that text and pointed out 
to us that if we love the Lord, then 
we must feed his sheep. Now I had 
better stop or you'll have me preach- 
ing a sermon.” 

“Maybe we can get around to the 
point that started all this,” said Arthur. 
“Ed was surprised that a minister 
would be diving and swimming and 
that he could do it so well. You can’t 
tell us that all ministers do such things. 
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Ministers can’t do things other people 
do. it must be tough not to have any 
fun and have to be always thinking 
‘I've got to be good, I’ve got to be 
good.’ ” 

Pastor Martin laughed. ‘““You know. 
when we were seminarians, that sub- 
ject always caused an argument. There 
were some who would say that a pas: 
tor must be alone and aloof, tha’ 
people shouldn’t become too familias 
with him or they would lose prope: 
respect. Then there were some whc 
argued the opposite way. They said 
‘A minister must follow the rule— 
‘when in Rome do as the Romans do’ 
—talk the way they do, dress the way 
they do, call them all by their firs 
names, and just be one of the crow« 
in the church and community.’ Som 
even said, ‘People are not suppose 
to do what we do but what we say. 
We took those arguments pretty set 
iously but I notice that there are fev 
who go to either extreme. We mus 
remember that we are all called t 
live the Christian life. There ar 
some things which a minister canno 
do, doesn’t want to do, and no rea 
Christian would want to do.” 

“You mean like getting drunk? 
asked Ed with a sly grin. 

‘Now you know that is extreme. O 
course no minister and no other Chri: 
tian gets drunk. That is an abuse, 
desecration of one’s body and minc 
Our bodies are dwellings of the Hol 
Spirit. We are sons of God, made i 
the image of God, a little lower tha 
the angels. If we really believe this— 
how do the words run in the Servic 
‘To them that believe on His Nar 
He giveth power to become the sor 
of God’—then we are provided wit 
safeguards. None of us will be willin 


to deface or debase our bodies, minds, 
souls. While we have a body, a mind 
and a soul they are God’s gifts. He has 
created them and he has redeemed 
them. They are not truly ours, but his. 
How God’s heart aches when he sees 
bodies, minds, souls being abused, 
wrongly used, burned out with hate, 
prejudice and evil living, or being 
sold for a few pieces of silver. Now 
you got me preaching again. Excuse 
me. 

“Really, a minister can do anything 
that a layman can do, if both are 
Christian people. Of course thete are 
some things which ministers usually 
aren't interested in doing because they 
have more important things to do that 
take up their time. Theirs is a task 
that requires all the available hours 
of the day plus. Likewise, ministers’ 
tastes vary. A classmate of mine 
wouldn’t think of going in swimming. 
He doesn’t care for it. But he does en- 
joy fishing which bores me stiff. An- 
other one likes to play the accordian 
and his Luther Leaguers love to crowd 
around him when he plays. Why I 
can’t even play a record player cor- 
rectly. I don’t mind hearing some of 
your juke box recordings but I also 
like to go to the city to hear the sym- 
phony orchestra—and some things it 
plays jar my nerves. A minister is a 
man. He’s subject to the same tempta- 
tions as any other. He tries, like any 
other Christian, not to give way to 
temptations. He doesn’t live like a re- 
cluse out on Cloud 19, but mixes 
among people, lives among them, sees 
how they think and act, in order that 
he may be able to help them in their 
needs. 

“Now Ed, you’re all wrong when 
you believe that we do not have any 
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fun. Fun has its place. God didn’t in- 
tend us to go around with a solemn 
face. Christians ought to be the hap- 
piest people of all. Ministers are even 
more happy because they are engaged 
in a partnership with God. And as to 
having to think ‘I’ve got to be good,’ 
this never enters my mind. Of course 
I want to be good. There were habits 
I had to overcome by using will power 
and God’s help until they were over- 
powered by good habits. What a time 
I've had with my temper! Seems to 
me that I see the girls getting supper 
on the tables. I guess we had better get 
dressed. Do you still think it’s so bad 
being a minister?” 

“No,” replied Arthur. “The way 
you tell it, it sounds pretty good.” 

“I’m not convinced yet,” grinned 
Ed. “I guess I was cut out for some- 
thing else.” 

“Well, I recall my pastor telling 
me, ‘If there is anything else you 
would rather do, don’t enter the min- 
istry.’ I wasn’t too sure until I was 
nearly finished with college. But be- 
lieve me, this is the life.” 


TOPIC HELPS 


What does the verb to minister mean? On 
what subject do you think a pastor must be 
well-informed? What kind of personality 
should he have? Are pastors sinners? In 
what sense are you a Christian priest? Are 
P.K.’s different from other kids? Should they 
be models of goodness? What hobbies does 
your pastor have? By what age should you 
decide to become a minister? Is there any- 
thing wrong with changing your mind, even 
in seminary? What is Christian Vocation? 

WORSHIP SUGGESTIONS 

HYMN: 226 CYH “In Glad Obedience To 
Thy Call” 

SCRIPTURE; 1 Corinthians 12:4-13 
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** Relt ein 
Fanaticism’ 


in New Russi 


This is an authenti 
document, written b 
high officials of th 
Communist Party wh 
are involved in th 
educational proce 
dures of the state. — 
is their account c 
cases which came t 
their attention fror 
schools under thei 
jurisdiction. This doc 
ument was circulate 
to school officials the 
they might lear 
what ought to b 
done differently. 


Study it carefull) 
Note the official cor 
munist concern abot 
the way these case 
were handled by th 
school. Read betwee 
the lines. Some de 
tails are not clea 
but the general in 
pact is. 
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-LASSIFIED 


SEVERAL years ago, tragedy struck 
one of the homes in a quiet street 
in the city of Tambov (a city in cen- 
tral Soviet Russia with a population 
of approximately 125,000 people). 
Valya Nikitina returned one evening 
from evening school and took a fatal 
dose of caustic soda. Neither her 
teachers nor investigation officials were 
able to explain the young student's 
action. 

What incited the girl to commit 
suicide is actually not very difficult 
to establish. A glance at the walls 
of the home and a slight acquaintance 
with her home life would have pro- 
vided the answer. 

In school, Valya was a gay, lively 
individual. Her companions loved her 
for her kindness and sensitiveness. As 
soon as she arrived home, however, 
the gay child-like smile disappeared 
from her face. Arrival home always 
paled the otherwise healthy colored 
complexion and caused her eyes to 
fill with alarm. It signified the inevit- 
able outbreak of the mother-daughter 
quarrel. 

“T don’t and can’t believe in your 
God, Mother,” Valya' always an- 
swered. “Nothing will ever come of 
trying to force me to. Leave me in 

eace.”” 


of divine punishment and ordered her 


daughter not to attend evening school, § 


:] 


Me 
Her mother responded with threats ¥ 


indulge in certain pleasures, or to 
enter the Komsomol. Valya’s very 
being seethed in protest against her 
mother's religious fanaticism. The 
mother’s prescription of prayer to the 
Almighty drove the daughter to caus- 
tic soda. 


After Valya’s death, the mother, 
Polina Gregorovicha by name, became 
even more devout. She resolutely com- 
pelled the two younger daughters, 
Irena and Tamara, to pray. The 
fanatical woman liberally extended 
gifts to the increasing numbers of 
“cripples” and “beggars” frequenting 
the house so that their prayers would 
reach God more quickly. 


Irena and Tamara were oppressed 
by the singing of songs, spiritualistic 
sessions and nature worship. Tamara 
turned into a secluded, alienated, hys- 
terical girl. She had no friends in 
school. Irena, suffering from malnu- 
trition, developed anemia. Most of 
the money earned by the husband and 
father, a bricklayer, was given away 
by Polina Gregorovicha to those beg- 
gars and cripples who came to her 
door. At school, the Nikitin sisters 
were referred to as the strange ones. 
No one, however, neither the direc- 
tor, the assistants nor the teachers, did 


anything in order to free them from 


the religious path. 
The school had assigned the pupils 
the task of confronting the falsehoods 
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of religion with the objective truths 
of science. But it had been impossible 
for Irena and Tamara to do this. They 
were too deeply submerged under the 
strong influence of their hypocritical 
mother and what was worse, that im- 
penetrable fear of a terrible divine 
punishment. 

Tamara completed her school year 
but did not go to work. She spent her 
time praying. Irena’s fate was differ- 
ent, though no less tragic. 

She successfully passed her exam- 
inations and enrolled in the Tambov 
Pedagogical Institute. She completed 
the first year there and continued on 
to the second, acquiring a few ac- 
quaintances and enjoying her life 
somewhat more. It seemed as though 
it would, with time, be possible to 
tear the girl from under the influence 
of despondency and prejudice. But 
something went wrong. Irena could 
not bear up under the strain. 

An order from the institute’s direc- 
tor appeared which read as follows: 
“Dismiss Nikitina, I.G. at her own 
request from the second class of the 
institute in the physics-mathematics 
faculty. (poor health)” 

Director L. C. Leonyuk had signed 
the order without discussing the mat- 
ter with the student in person, thus 
not establishing the actual reasons for 
her leaving the institute. He even 
forgot that Nikitina was ineligible to 
take examinations because her leave of 
absence, effective immediately, was to 
be in force until 1959. 

The institute’s professional commit- 
tee paid no attention to the order. No 
one thought of helping the ill stu- 
dent, of arranging accommodations 
for her in a sanitorium. 

The Komsomol Committee, together 
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with its secretary V. V. Shpakovsky, 
displayed an intolerable indifference to 
the Nikitina case. Irena, while still in 
school, had entered the Komsomol 
without her mother knowing it. She 
had thought that the Komsomol otr- 
ganization would help her find some 
peace for her disturbed mind in study 
and social work. But for an entire 
year, no one spoke with her nor took 
an interest in why she tired so quickly 
and constantly appeared so sickly. 
They were all of course astonished 
when she handed in a letter requesting 
dismissal from the Komsomol. 
“What's this? Why do you wish 
to be dismissed ?’”’, asked the commit- 
tee members. 
“Mother doesn’t allow it,” answered 
Irena. “She is a believer.” 
“But you've been in the Komsomol 
for two years. You're 20 years old. 
What does that have to do with your 
mother? Do you yourself believe in 
God ?” 
“Yes, I do,” Irena uttered softly. 
The committee members, astonished 
the first time by the dismissal request 
and then by the admission of faith, 
were speechless. The mother, who had 
accompanied Irena, meanwhile cast a 
triumphant glance around the room. 
The sunken eyes in her pale face 
glowed with a feverish brilliance. Her 
victory was won. 
Nikitina (Editor: Irena) was dis- 
missed from the Komsomol, the stu- 
dent union, the institute, and was for- 
gotten. No one came to her with words 
of encouragement nor noticed her in 
telligence. No one took up arm 
against religious fanaticism. No on 
attempted to save the individual. 
But what conclusions were draw 
from the case by the party office an 


its head, Y. A. Plakhin. It was dis- 
cussed in the offices, in small groups 
and among the instructors. But they 
couldn’t decide whether to carry the 
question to the general student assem- 
bly of the institute. In that atmo- 
sphere, it could one way or another 
come to general attention that the 
struggle to develop a scientific-athe- 
istic Weltanschauung for the future 
teachers had been grossly neglected. 


The disseminators of religious faith 
function concretely. They choose their 
victims and calculate all their weak- 
nesses before making their approach. 
They reduce the activities of some 
Communist teachers to aimlessness. 
Atheistic propaganda in the institute 
had been conducted only from time to 
time. But the insertion of a course in 
atheism as a requirement was sud- 
denly made into the schedule in the 
middle of December of last year. Such 
drastic measures seem strange. Their 
effectiveness is, moreover, doubtful. 
Perhaps it shows that the Nikitina 
case is not a solitary one. 

Reisa Vladimirova graduated from 
the institute in 1951. She ought to be 
somewhere educating the younger gen- 
eration. But what is she doing? She 
has become a preacher and the mem- 
bers of her sect honor her as a saint. 


Newberry College 


is a home away from home 
where friendly attention is given each 
individual student 
is a fully accredited senior 
college of The United Lutheran Church 
Write: President, Newberry College, 
Drawer 425 


Newberry, S. C. 


A year ago, another student, Nina 
Petrushinina married a priest, a wed- 
ding which was not publicized or dis- 
cussed widely. The party office made 
no response to the single paragraph 
which appeared in the professional 
newspaper The People’s Teacher. 


This is another case which they 
prefer not to recall at the institute 
because to do so only agitates the 
students and brings nothing but harm. 

Then, in addition, the question on 
the moral make-up of the Soviet teach- 
er arose in a seminar on_ historical 
materialism conducted by instructor 
P. E. Minayev. The student giving a 
report referred to the Petrushinina 
case. Several other students questioned 
further: “No one ever discusses her. 
Nina’s action ought to be approved. 
She has sacrificed all for love.” Min- 
ayev, obviously more than perturbed 
by these replies, ignored the questions. 

At the end of the class, a question 
arose on the special course in atheism. 
What is the case here? The trouble 
is quite simply that the instructors 
in the lectures, seminars and training 
periods do not utilize the opportuni- 
ties to teach the students the spirit of 
atheism and its irreconcilability with 
religion. 

Instructor K. V. Shenker reads a 


GIRLS WHO SEEK 
CONFIDENCE 


Attend 
MARION COLLEGE 


for Women 


Write: John H. Fray, D.D., Pres., 
Marion, Va. 


a 
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two-hour lecture on Francois Rabe- 
lais’ “Gargantua and Pantagruel’’. 

Her exposition of the - satirical 
masterpiece, the barbs of which are 
directed against feudalism, scholastic 
philosophy and medieval science con- 
structed on religious dogma, sounds 
like a sweet lyrical declamation. 

Not a word is said about the plot 
of the novel in the class. Nothing is 
said about the author’s parody of the 
worship service, his satirical interpre- 
tation of the Psalms and the brilliant 
wit he utilizes to attack and destroy 
religion and its servants. No passive 
lesson devoid of all political fire can 
compete with the sermons of the re- 
ligious fanatics. 

This is not the worst of it. In some 
lessons, isolation from the present day 
has become characteristic. The con- 
tents and subject matter of the courses 
are, moreover, seldom revised or sup- 


plemented. In T. V.  Ptukhina’s 
political economy class, there was 
once an excellent topic: Law of the 
Distribution of Labor and the Wage 
under Socialism. She ranted about the 
labor relations in capitalist society 
and under socialism but said not a 
word about contemporary trends and 
movements, the brigades in commu- 
nist labor, for example. 

There were so many annoying slip- 
ups in the lesson. One example is the 
statement, ‘“The forces of production 
have still not reached the state where 
there is plenty for all’. 

The instructors pay very little at- 
tention to the effect their lessons have 
on the students. They do not know 
how they are interpreted by their stu- 
dents. There is a question whether 
they help the students make their in- 
vestigations of daily life and to form 
communist world outlooks. 


THIEL COLLEGE 


of the United Lutheran Church 


@ An expanding curriculum in the 
liberal arts and sciences and 
teacher education. 


@ High academic standards. 


@ Intellectually vigorous and so- 
cially balanced environment. 


e A rapidly growing campus with re- 

cently-completed, modern dormitories. 

e A faculty whose qualifications 
and abilities are outstanding. 


For information, write: 


OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS 
Thiel College e Greenville, Pa. 


Unfortunately, the lessons often 
take a course of their own and with 
them, the formation of the Weltan- 
schauung of the students. Irena Nik- 
itina listened to lessons in the insti- 
tute for an entire year and they still 
were unable to neutralize the mother’s 
influence. 

There are other factors no less dis- 
turbing. One day, a letter written by 
a Red Army sergeant arrived at the 
institute. He addressed a request to 
the instructors and social organiza- 
tions of the institute that they re-con- 
sider how they were educating the 
students. In order to support his state- 
ments, the sergeant included a letter 
which he had received from a girl, 
Z. O., a student in the fifth course. 
She wrote as follows: 

“This, Aloysha, is a serious letter. 
Please don’t read it to anyone, not 
even your best friend. And please 
destroy it after you have read it. I 
beg you. 

“You asked me to write what I 
believe. I cannot change my opinions. 
I know also that you cannot. That is 
the way it goes. You know that I can’t 
forth-rightly write about my outlook 
on life, but you understand. You are 
a secretary, a Komsomol leader who 
helps raise the mental and _ political 
level of the soldier. Have you perhaps 
heard anything about the “golden 
youth”? They are those who accept 
nothing, and fully reject any organiza- 
tion which pales at the sound of jazz. 
It doesn’t even accept work among the 
masses. I don’t want to be blindly 
critical of our society, but you under- 
stand what I mean, Aloysha? We are, 
dear secretary, completely different. 
But we'll postpone that until we meet. 
One doesn’t write about this sort of 


thing in letters. I don’t have to write 
such things as ‘“What kind of teach- 
ers will we be?” Don’t consider my 
letter a lecture, Aloysha. I know you 
love the little girl of the tenth class. 
But will you love the young girl stu- 
dent as well? I personally like the 
silent one, the upright one, the honest 
one, not the orator and organizer of 
the masses. The latter is for me new, 
incomprehensible and unpleasant. 
Bourgeois viewpoints? I say not...” 

What was done with this letter? 

The editors of The People’s Teacher 
wanted to print it and began a serious 
discussion of the educational work 
being done in the institute. The Party, 
however, advised not to do this. 

The principle triumphed: Less 
should be spoken about the institute’s 
shortcomings and no criticisms should 
spread beyond its walls. 


| TOPIC HELPS | 


List the problems faced by each of the stu- 
dents in the report. Suggest solutions pos- 
sible in the given situations. Would you join 
the “golden youth’? What is the Christian 
view of the individual? Is democracy neces- 
sarily Christian? 
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A CHRISTIAN MOTIVATION 
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Activities of the Student 


Stressing 


VOIGT R. CROMER, President 
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I 
an BAK 


VER since cavemen learned that 

there’s more than one way to skin 

a tiger, forms of education have varied. 

The school days recalled by most of 

the world’s alumni bore little or no 
resemblance to ours. 

Remember what you studied at the 
age of ten? When he was still knee- 
high to a gladiator, the ancient Athen- 
ian schoolboy took a stiff basic course 
in Homer, mathematics, gymnastics, 
and music. The ancients thought the 
study of music put one’s soul in har- 
mony with the universe, a_ belief 
which persisted for almost 1,000 years. 


Vocational vs. Liberal 


While the people of Athens were 
teaching their young to harmonize with 
the heavens, their militaristic Spartan 
neighbors were neglecting reading, 
writing and ’rithmetic in favor of 
swimming, sparring and stealing (they 
thought it developed the future sol- 
dier’s ingenuity). 

Vocational training versus liberal 
education has been a hot issue ever 
since. Eskimos neglect the liberal arts 
in favor of courses in kayak-paddling, 
while bee-keeping is a favorite Apache 
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or 
calculus 


“major.” Medieval knights deemed 
literacy a sign of unmanliness, thought 
it more cultured to cross swords than 
“t’s.”” For centuries, the average man 
had no chance to learn anything out- 
side his particular trade. 

In the colonies of Massachusetts and 
New Haven three hundred years ago, 
the law specified that all children and 
apprentices be taught to read, but said 
nothing about writing. It was not un- 
common to find colonial schoolmasters 
who read well but wrote badly or not 
at all! 

In China, on the other hand, learn- 
ing was the only route to power until 
well into the 20th century. The civil 
servants who ran the country had to 
pass stiff scholastic exams which in- 
cluded a test of their ability to write 
poetry! Only after they had shown 
themselves able to balance a verse were 
they allowed to go at balancing the 
budget. 


The Set-Up 


If these bygone schooldays seem 
strange to us, our educational set-up 
would strike past students as equally 
bizarre. ‘‘Lovejoy’s College Guide,” for 


example, describes 2,189 American 
colleges and universities offering 
‘ourses in every subject from geology 
‘0 gunsmithing at tuition rates rang- 
ng from zero to upwards of $2000 
L year. 


“Amazing!” would have been the 
nieroglyphic reaction of an Egyptian 
icholar. For that ancient civilization, 
‘hough culturally advanced, had no 
schools as such, and no professional 
‘eachers. Learning was passed on in- 
‘ormally from father to son, with the 
son almost always following his 
“ather’s profession, be he farmer, phy- 
sician or thief. 

The vocational counseling at Amer- 
can schools would astonish the folks 
all over the world (including some in 
‘his country) who try to determine a 
saby’s future profession by placing 
several objects in front of him and see- 
ng which one he reaches for first. One 
Mexican Indian tribe has developed 
this method of forecasting to a fine 
art. If a baby reaches for the fire tongs, 
ye’ll be a smithy; a potter if he shows 
more interest in the utensils hanging 
above the flames. But if he gazes 
solemnly into the flames and then be- 
gins to babble, he'll be a medicine 
man! 


Methods and Graduation 


Teaching methods at our schools 
night seem equally strange to other 
deoples. In ancient times and in many 
modern countries, neither parents nor 
vedagogues spared the rod. A great 
Greek teacher is supposed to have said, 
‘A boy’s ears are on his back; he hears 
when he is whipped.” And 18th cen- 
cury English wit Samuel Johnson once 
remarked, “There is now less flogging 


in our great schools than formerly, but 
then less is learned there; so that what 
the boys get at one end they lose at 
the other.” 


Today, teachers are commonly 
thought of as truth-seekers. But one 
group of Greek pedagogues, the Soph- 
ists, harbored many unscrupulous 
members who for a fee would teach 
the student how to distort the truth! 
It was the Sophists who began the 
“one plus one equals three’’ argument. 

More honest, perhaps, but no less 
vocal, the faculty members of a medi- 
eval university would not give a stu- 
dent his diploma till he had bested 
his professor in public debate. Having 
successfully completed his ordeal, the 
now-hoarse graduate stood all his 
friends to drinks at the local tavern— 
perhaps the only time in history when 
the graduate gave the presents. 

To this day, graduation is even more 
difficult for the would-be shaman 
(medicine man) of many primitive 
tribes. Not only must the interne sur- 
vive foodless for seven days under the 
most adverse conditions, but he must 
convince the senior shamans that the 
tribal gods appeared to him in a vision 
—and describe that vision with the 
eloquence worthy of his glib-tongued 
profession. The percentage of ‘‘flunk- 
outs” is fully as high as at the best 
American medical schools! 

But so much for differences. Are 
there no similarities in education ? 
None, except what scientist Thomas 
Huxley called the most valuable result 
of any and all education: ‘‘the ability 
to make yourself do what you have to, 
whether you like it or not.” And the 
parent’s rhetorical question, the same 
in any language: “Do you want to 
grow up to be a dope?” 
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SPACE ISN’T FAR ENOUGH 


by ROBERT E HULDSCHINER 


This phantasy was presented to the convention at Cornell by 
the Luther League of America. For your league’s use it will 
require many modifications in staging. But the material is such 
that it can be effective in many forms, from private reading to 
full blown presentation. Some helps are given at the end. 


The stage remains open at all times. It is shallow with a dark, possibly black backdrop or 
curtain behind. There are no props. On stage are three platforms of unequal height, about 
8”, 12” and 16” each. Platform | and Il are connected by steps with each other. Platform 
Ill is opposite Platform |. A projection screen is at the center, fairly high above the plat- 
forms. Center stair connects stage with auditorium. 


CHARACTERS: 
Leaguer One—about 17, boy, dressed in slacks and shirt, impulsive, 
intense. 


Leaguer Two—slightly older than One, slacks, shirt. Counselor type, 
assured, capable of commanding attention. 


East German teacher—late twenties, dressed in conservative clothes, 
quiet, persuasive, not the cloak-and-dagger type, but utterly con- 
vinced of his mission. 


East German boy—about 16, trousers, blue shirt, open neck. Questioning, 
intense, doubtful. No martyr type. 


Lovise—15, skirt and blouse, good natured but slightly dumb. 
Mary Ann—15-16, skirt, blouse, intelligent, shallow, detached. 
Betty—15-16, skirt, blouse. Quiet, introspective, warm personality. 


Tommy—16-17, jeans, sweat shirt. Underprivileged with a chip on his 
shoulder, on the defensive. 


Jeff—18-19, slacks, shirt. Intelligent, loyal, friendly. 


FOR THE ACTORS: This is a phantasy, no play. Don’t play-act. Speak 


your lines clearly, with conviction. Keep movements in line with speech. 
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Auditorium and stage are completely dark. Over PA system you hear 
Strongly accentuated beat music that grows in intensity creating a mood of 
Strong tension. It increases in pitch for about 15”, then the beat of bongo 
drums emerges from the music, begins to dominate as the music recedes into 
the background. After about 30” only the relentless beat of the drums remains, 
continuing through following: 


ILEAGUER ONE: (He’s standing in the center aisle of the auditorium and 
walks slowly down the aisle and up on the dark stage while speaking.) 


This is our tune. The tune of our world. The music, the rhythm, the beat. 
This is us. Go. Go. Go. 
(frame: Skyscraper, from below against sky, straight vertical lines) 
LEAGUER ONE: This is our world. 
(Frame: Street scene, milling crowd) 
LEAGUER ONE: This is our world. 
: (Frame: Boys playing ball) 
LEAGUER ONE: And this. 
(Frame: Boys studying) 
LEAGUER ONE: And this, our world. 
(Frame: Traffic jam) 
LEAGUER ONE: We have no time. Pushing ahead. We're pushing. Being 
pushed. 
(Frame: close-up of wrecked car) 
LEAGUER ONE: And sometimes we're afraid. 
Frame: young crowd—dancing) 
LEAGUER ONE: We're many. And we're alone—alone among the many. 
Lost in a nameless crowd. 
(Frame: Straight highway, seen as if losing itself on the horizon) 
LEAGUER ONE: This is our world. Racing ahead into a nameless future. 
And we're aboard. 
(Projector off, spotlight on Leaguer One standing on platform II. 
Drum beat changes to the rhythm of heart beat.) 
LEAGUER ONE: This is our life. Heartbeat of youth. Work, play, rest. 
Doing things because we've got to, or because we just feel like it. We don’t 
know. We're doing things but we don’t understand. This is our life. Work. 
Play. Rest. And worship. Doing things. And sometimes we pause. 
(Beat stops) 
LEAGUER TWO: I'm glad you did. 
LEAGUER ONE: What? 
(Spot reveals Leaguer Two on platform I) 
LEAGUER TWO: I'm glad you stopped. I want to get a word in. 
LEAGUER ONE: Who are you? 
LEAGUER TWO: I'm you. 
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LEAGUER ONE: Clever. You're the Luther League. 

LEAGUER TWO: More than that. I’m you—and I’m the Luther League, 
and I’m the church, the world, life, everything. 

LEAGUER ONE: Get lost. 

LEAGUER TWO: Why? 

LEAGUER ONE: You can’t be all at once. You say you’re me. I don’t believe 
you but I don’t want to spoil your fun. I'll go along with the gag. You say 
you're the Luther League, and OK, you're the Luther League although I 
could think of a prettier impersonation. I’m in the League and I know all 
about it and so, go ahead, be the League. But you can’t be the world and 
“everything else,” not even in a phantasy like the one we’re in. You've got 
to draw the line somewhere. You can’ take it in all at once. 

LEAGUER TWO: Why not? 

LEAGUER ONE: Because it don’t—it doesn’t work. That’s why. 

LEAGUER TWO: Why? 

LEAGUER ONE: Don’t give me that. 

LEAGUER TWO: I'm leveling. 

LEAGUER ONE: You're square. You can’t be all in one. There are differ- 
ences. Me isn’t you. And Luther League isn’t the world. Not by a long shot. 

LEAGUER TWO: The league is you, isn’t it? 

LEAGUER ONE: Well, now... 

LEAGUER TWO: Yes? 

LEAGUER ONE: (angered, resolute). Listen, Dad. I know all about us, 
the League. We're trying to do things. But that isn’t our whole life. And 
it isn’t the whole world. It’s part of it, yes. But the whole world—you’ve 
got your nerve. 

LEAGUER TWO: Check. 

LEAGUER ONE: Check what? 

LEAGUER TWO: I've got nerve. I do think it’s your world—yours and 
mine. You may not realize it, but it is. It’s simply a question of looking 
at it from the right angle. 

LEAGUER ONE: Yeah. I got news for you. I know the program, All of 
it. I got a handbook full of leaflets, pamphlets, guides, books. I know 
all about it. I can recite to you the five-fold program. . . . 

LEAGUER TWO: Go ahead. 

LEAGUER ONE: You serious? 

LEAGUER TWO: Yeah! 

LEAGUER ONE: O.K. Missions, Christian vocation, Evangelism, Social 
Action, Recreation. That’s it—us, the League. 

LEAGUER TWO: All of it? 

LEAGUER ONE: All of it. And it’s a lot of program but it isn’t the world, 
Take missions. Sure we need em. All over the globe. We've got to take 
the gospel. To the Africans, the Asians—to all the people who haven't 
heard of Christ. We've got to help where we can—with doctors and engi- 
neers and teachers and pilots and preachers. 
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LEAGUER TWO: That’s a big job. 

LEAGUER ONE: Yes, it is. But it isn’t the whole world—not in Teaneck, 
New Jersey, or Kalamazoo, Michigan. Missions—that’s somewhere in 
outer space as far as I’m concerned. 

LEAGUER TWO: It’s you, it’s your world. 

LEAGUER ONE: Man, you bore me. 

LEAGUER TWO: It is you. It’s you vow. Listen. 

(All lights off on last word. On screen, projector flashes picture of barbed 
wire fence, shot from ground against cloudy sky. Over PA system, harsh 
military band music. Music breaks off after 10’’) 
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TEACHER: (he’s standing on Platform III. Stage remains dark) The question 
before you is this: Will you become a loyal citizen of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic and pledge allegiance to the Socialist state? 

BOY: (standing on Platform Il facing teacher. Spots on both, projector off) 

I’m not sure. 

TEACHER: You'll have to decide. 

BOY: I know. 

TEACHER: It can’t be so hard to join the ranks of the people fighting for 
peace, progress and the solidarity of the working class. All the boys in 

: your group have decided. Will you alone cling to the past? 

BOY: The past? 

TEACHER: The past, the dead, decaying past. The things the old bourgeois 
society stood for. The church. 

BOY: My father wants me to be confirmed. 

TEACHER: Why not? Be confirmed, we don’t stop you. It’s up to you. 
All we want you to do is come to the youth dedication and pledge allegi- 
ance to the Democratic People’s republic. If then you want to go to con- 
firmation, go ahead. You're free to decide. 

BOY: The church doesn’t want me to pledge. You don’t believe in God. 

TEACHER: Do you? 

BOY: I believe in God .. . 

TEACHER: ... the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. Did he? 

BOY: Did he what? 

TEACHER: Make heaven and earth. 

BOY: I don’t know. 

TEACHER: You should. You've studied science in my class. You got a 
straight A. You wrote a good paper on the evolution of the species. That 
didn’t say anything about God. 

BOY: That's different. 

‘TEACHER: Why? 


BOY: Because. 
TEACHER: That’s no answer. You're an intelligent boy. You think intelli- 
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gently in science class. But when it comes to God you shut your intelligence 
out. You have no answers, no explanations. Just meaningless, sentimental 
trash. 

BOY: I like to go to church. My folks are Christians. 

TEACHER: Your father? 

BOY: Of course. 

TEACHER: Was he in the war? 

BOY: Everybody was. My father lost an arm. 

TEACHER: Did he kill people? 

BOY: He was three years on the Russian front. 

TEACHER: Did he kill Russians? 

BOY aves: 

TEACHER: But the Russians didn’t start the war. They didn’t invade Ger- 
many. The Germans started the war and invaded Russia. And your father 
went along and killed the Russians. 

BOY: He had no choice. He had to kill. 

TEACHER: As a Christian? In Christian love? Out of Christian concern ? 

BOY: (shouting) Leave me alone! 

TEACHER: Be rational about it. 

BOY ¢ lvcanct. 

TEACHER: I know you can’t. That’s why we're trying to help you. We 
don’t want to make the decisions for you. You can make them after 
you've understood. 

BOY: Understood what? 

TEACHER: Your father was a German and fought the Russians as a German. 
He was a Christian in his spare time, when he didn’t have to do the 
things which as a Christian he shouldn’t have done. And it worked. You 
see, life is a thing you can reason out, you can determine where you 
want to go and how you want to get there. But you can’t reason the 
same way about religion. Most of the time it doesn’t make sense, and you 
know it. So, we're simply giving you the help you need to make up your 
mind. We're providing the tools to work with. Youth dedication is just 
a tool for your own use. 

BOY: Why don’t you leave me alone? 

TEACHER: It’s my duty toward the socialist state to help you. 

BOY: You don’t want to help me. You want to help the socialist state. 

TEACHER: It’s one and the same thing. You're part of socialist society. 
What I do for you I do for all. 

BOY: Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren 
ye have done it unto me. 

TEACHER: Matthew 25:40. 

BOY: You know that too? 

TEACHER: Of course, I was confirmed. 


BOY: And now you tell me not to? 
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TEACHER: I’m not telling you. I’m just explaining. 

BOY: I don’t want explanations. 

TEACHER: That's just it. You want explanations on the theory of evolution 
but you don’t want explanations on religion. 

BOY: It’s not the same thing. 

TEACHER: Of course not. That’s why we want you at the youth dedication. 

BOY: Now you're ordering me. 

TEACHER: Let’s say, I’m asking you. It’s a reasonable request, nothing irra- 
tional like religion. The dedication is a rational affair. You pledge to 
help socialist society keep on growing in peace and prosperity so that 
you can grow with it. It’s your society. You can make it grow. And it’s 

| you that makes it grow, not some hazy idea about God. You can’t deny that. 

BOY >) No, I cant. 

TEACHER: Good, if then you feel the urge to worship your God on Sunday, 
we won't hold it against you. Just keep things separate, everything in 
its proper compartment. That’s the grown-up way to do things. You 
work your eight-hour day and six-day week, you fulfill your duties toward 
society that fulfills its duties toward you, and nobody will begrudge your 

little sentimental fling on Sunday morning. 

BOY: But you yourself were a Christian once. 

TEACHER: I was. I was insecure. I needed crutches, some fuzzy ideal about 
unreachable glory . . . trumpets in heaven . . . a light emerging from 
darkness. 

BOY: And now? 

TEACHER: The light has come. Not from heaven but from the massed efforts 
of people. The glory is no longer beyond the horizon. It’s around the 
corner. 

BOY: Are you sure? 

TEACHER: Yes, I’m sure. I’m no longer insecure. Our society is a reality. 
Socialist progress is here—and it’s growing. I’m part of it. I’m growing 
with it. I have a goal and I know that we'll reach it. I'll get there and 
you'll get there too. It’s all here on earth and it’s real. It’s happening. 
Now. I don’t have to apologize for being alive, for being what I am. 
I am because I have a purpose. Don’t you see? This is it. This is your 
world. This is it. 

BOY: But is it? Is it? 

(Lights off. Total darkness. Bongo drums up for 5’) 
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ILEAGUER ONE: (standing on Platform I opposite Leaguer Two. Spotlight 
on both as he speaks) This is our world?! 

I.EAGUER TWO: This is our world. You're him. 

LEAGUER ONE: The boy in East Germany? I’m glad I’m not him. 

LEAGUER TWO: You are. That’s what I’m trying to explain to you. You're 
it. What would you have answered for him? 
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LEAGUER ONE: I don’t know. I'm all mixed up. 

LEAGUER TWO: So is he. But he must answer for you. His decision i: 
yours. If he fails, you fail. If you fail, he fails. You and he are one 
You're brothers in Christ, members of the same body, His Church. 

LEAGUER ONE: But what can I do? 

LEAGUER TWO: You can try to understand. That’s missions. Missions i: 
to understand need anywhere. To understand need and to share it. Ii 
isn’t just a mission station in Liberia or a hospital in Malaya. Missions i: 
to-understand that the East German boy is you. His life is yours. Hi: 
decision is yours. His burden is yours. His victory is yours. Because hi: 
Christ is yours, It’s you. You. 

LEAGUER ONE: And I can’t speak up for him. 

LEAGUER TWO: You can. 

LEAGUER ONE: Here? 

LEAGUER TWO: Here. Anywhere. You can witness. Speak up. 

LEAGUER ONE: Speak up. . . . Yes, I saw that. A pamphlet on evangel- 
ism. I read it. 

LEAGUER TWO: And? 

LEAGUER ONE: I read it. All about how to witness in my personal life, 
in my community, in the world—and what the League can do about it. 
I know, evangelism doesn’t just mean push door bells and ask people 
to come to church but... . 

LEAGUER TWO: But what? 

LEAGUER ONE: Well, pushing doorbells is easy. No problems. You know 
what to do and how to do it. But everything else... . (pulls out pamphlet) 
Look at this. Under “how can I witness in my personal life” it says . . . 
here, under a) by accepting myself . . . Now what does that mean? 

LEAGUER TWO: Go on, read. 

LEAGUER ONE: (reading) I can know my abilities and develop them. I 
can understand my life as a child of God. I can understand what moti- 
vates me to do things .. . (looks up, shakes head, continues to read) 1 
can know my abilities . . . I can understand my life as a child of God... 
(looks up again, puzzled, repeats) I can understand what motivates me to 
do things... Well, so it says: “I can.” I can. (shakes head) Well, good for 
whoever can understand. I don’t. I wish I could. I do things, all the 
time. I do things and then I wonder why I did them. Here it says (reads 
again) I can understand my life as a child of God. Brother! I don’t. 

LEAGUER TWO: No, you don’t. 

LEAGUER ONE: Do you? 

LEAGUER TWO: Not always. 

LEAGUER ONE: Then it doesn’t make sense. 

LEAGUER TWO: It does. Life is an ongoing process. You grow. 

LEAGUER ONE: And when you're through growing you understand ? 

LEAGUER TWO: No, you never understand all of it. And you're never 
through growing. But you have to start at some point. 
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EAGUER ONE: Everybody starts growing. 
,EAGUER TWO: No, some people never start. Others do. Sooner or later. 
,EAGUER ONE: When do they start? 
EAGUER TWO: They start growing when they start wondering. 
(Spots off Platform I and on girls walking on stage from left side. They 
walk slowly while talking. Stop at center stage.) 
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,OUISE: And when we walked back from the altar rail to the pew I almost 
tripped over my gown. And Mary Ann was giggling. 

AARY ANN: I was not. 

OUISE: You were so. I could see your face. 

AARY ANN: How could you? You were walking ahead of me. Betty, was 
I giggling ? 

SETTY: I don’t know. 

AARY ANN: (fo Louise). Betty’s all shook up. Got the bends, or something. 

SETTY: Aw, cut it out. 

QUISE: What's eating you, kid? 

S‘ETTY: Nothing. 

AARY ANN: (fo Louise). I told you, Louise, Betty hasn’t said a word for 
the last five minutes. The kid’s sick. 

-OUISE: You hear Ricky Nelson last night? 

AARY ANN: No time. Had to get my book report done. How was he? 

SETTY: I wish he hadn’t asked me. 

AARY ANN: Ricky Nelson? 

-OUISE: If Ricky Nelson asked me I’d know what to say. 

SETTY: I don’t mean him. 

AARY ANN: She doesn’t go for Ricky Nelson. Just now she’s going strong 

| er 

SETTY: Shut up. 

-OUISE: Naughty, naughty. 

SETTY: I wish you kids would get serious, for once. 

AARY ANN: But we are, we are. Who's he? 

SETTY: The pastor. 

AARY ANN: (completely aghast)The pastor? What on earth does he have 
to do with whatever you're talkin’ about? 

SETTY: I’m talking about confirmation. After the service he asked me how 
I felt? 

AARY ANN: Is that a crime? 

S3ETTY: I said, I felt fine. It was a lie. I felt lousy. 

AARY ANN: Lousy? On confirmation day? Why ? 

SETTY: I’m not ready. 

/OUISE: Not ready for what? 
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BETTY: For confirmation. For church membership. For . . . I don’t know 
I'm all mixed up. 

MARY ANN: Aren't we all? 

BETTY: Then what do you do about it? 

MARY ANN: Why do something about it? 

BETTY: You mean, I shouldn’t worry? 

MARY ANN: Why worry? I don’t. I’m confused, I feel great. 

BETTY: Well, I don't. 

LOUISE: I can’t see what there is to be confused about. So you're confirmed 
You got your offering envelopes with your name on it. And on Com. 
munion Sunday you go forward with the rest of the crowd instead of 
sitting alone in the pew and wondering when they'll get it over with. 

BETTY: If that’s the whole story we'd be making a lot of fuss about nothing 

MARY ANN: What else is there? You mean, you got to feel things? 

BETTY: That’s part of it. Not all. 

LOUISE: What d’ya mean, “Not all’’? 

BETTY: I wish I could tell you. 

MARY ANN: I can tell you, Louise. Betty thinks that when you take Com- 
munion you see a big light and you hear angels sing and you feel all 
holy inside. 

BETTY: Well, don’t you? 

MARY ANN: No. 

LOUISE: I do. 

MARY ANN: (very surprised) What? 

LOUISE: I mean, I don’t see a big light or all that, but I do feel holy inside. 

BETTY: How do you manage to feel holy? 

LOUISE: Well, I mean . . . good. I feel good. Like doing something you 
know is the right thing to do. 

BETTY: / That's notue 

LOUISE: Why not? 

BETTY: Because that’s not why you do it. You should do it because you 
sort of want to do it, want to do it real bad . . . No, that’s not it, either. 
You do it because . . . because you want to get something. That's it. 
Because you expect God to give you something. Something you need 
and for which you are grateful. Something important. 

LOUISE: But you don’t know what this important thing is? 

BETTY: Well, I know it in words. The pastor says it should strengthen 
and preserve us in true faith unto everlasting life . . . I can say it. But 
inside, it doesn’t . . . oh, I don’t know. 

LOUISE: I don’t get you. 

MARY ANN: I understand her all right. But I think she’s out of it. 

BETTY: I know you do. But I'd like to know all the same. 

MARY ANN: Ask the pastor. 

BETTY: Now? I can’t. I’m confirmed. I’m supposed to know. 

MARY ANN: Nobody knows. My parents don’t know either. 


36 


SETTY: Have you asked them? 

/OUISE: Asked what? 

AARY ANN: (patiently, quite self assured) Betty wants to know what it 

_ means to be a confirmed, communing member of the church. She wants 
to know why nothing happened to her when she took Communion. And 
she also wants to know why all of a sudden she should be expected to 
know things she didn’t know before. (fo Betty) Am I right? 

SETTY: I think, that’s it. It’s hard to say. But I do want to ask questions 
and I don’t know how to ask them. 

-OUISE: But why ask? All the people I know go to church. Well, most 
of them, anyway. They take Communion. They do things for the church. 
And they don’t ask questions. If everybody else does it, why shouldn’t 
you? 

3ETTY: Because I’m not everybody. I’m me. I want to know what I don’t 
know—and I want to be free to say so. 

MARY ANN: I'm me, too. I’m not everybody. But I don’t get all shook 
up because I didn’t learn much in catechetical. My father says, people 
ought to get more religion. You ask him what he means by that and 
he'll tell you that he means people ought to be Christian. Well, I’m trying 
to be Christian and... 

BETTY: How? 

MARY ANN: (indignant). What do you mean, how? 

3ETTY: You say, you're trying to be Christian. How are you trying? 

MARY ANN: (angrily) That's none of your business. 

3ETTY: (sharp) Why not? We're members of the same church. 

MARY ANN: That gives you no right ...aw... why don’t you. . 

-OQUISE: (intervening). Lay off, Betty. Mary Ann goes to church, she’s a 
Leaguer, comes to the meetings, goes on every-member visitation. . . . 

BETTY: So do I. But is that trying to be Christian? Or is it just habit? 
Or keeping up your good rating in the community? Can you be a real 
Christian when you know that you don’t have real answers for your own 
questions ? 

-OUISE: You mean, it isn’t enough just to feel good inside? 

BETTY: That’s what I mean. 

MARY ANN: Watch out, Louise, she’s going to get you mixed up, too. 

LOUISE: (very superior) Nobody gets me mixed up . . . How’s that again, 
Betty. You say, I should ask questions. But since I don’t know what 
questions to ask, I gotta be unhappy, right ? 

3ETTY: No. Louise, that’s not what I said. I just think that if it’s true that 
to be a Christian means . . . to understand what Christ has done for us 
and to lead a certain way of life because of what he has done then we 
must .. . we must find out just what it is he has done .. . and then 
find out what this certain way of life should be . . . my way of life... 
for me .. . you see, for me, not just for everybody, what he has done 
for me. 


am 


LOUISE: And they never told you? 

BETTY: Of course, they've told me . . . but they told me in words. And 
words don’t mean much if they come from someone else . . . from out- 
side me. They should come from inside me . . . they should be all mine 
sat iney ures. 

LOUISE: What are you complaining about? They’re coming from you. You're 
doing all the talkin’... . 

BETTY: (surprised, awakening) Yes, they do . . . Now they do. They really 
... (walking slowly off stage, to right) 

LOUISE: Go on, I want to listen. 

MARY ANN: I told you, Louise, you gotta watch your step. You'll be catch- 
ing the bug next. 

LOUISE (‘mpatient). Go on, Betty, I’m wondering . . . 

(Spot off girls and on Leaguers One and Two on platform I) 
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LEAGUER TWO: They start growing when they start wondering. 

LEAGUER ONE: That’s evangelism? 

LEAGUER TWO: That’s to grow up, the Christian way. Evangelism is 
part of it. Part of growing up, part of life. It’s asking questions difficult 
to ask. It’s saying: I don’t know but I must know more. It’s standing in 
awe before the miracle of living under God. 

LEAGUER ONE: The boy in East Germany . . . 

LEAGUER TWO: What about him? 

LEAGUER ONE: Is he part of that miracle of living, too? 

LEAGUER TWO: He is. But he’s being told that it’s not a miracle. His 

teacher calls it a technological achievement. 
(On the last word of Leaguer Two, military band music which intro- 
duced scene 2 up full force and under opening line of Teacher as spots 
go off platform I and on platform Ill. Music fades out rapidly. Transition 
from scene 5 to 6 must be quick so as not to lose trend of thought) 
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(Scenes 6 and 8 may be played in the dark, using voices only.) 

EAST GERMAN TEACHER: (urgent) Can you see God? 

BOY: (shouting) No. 

TEACHER: Has God talked to you? 

BOY: (shouting) No. 

TEACHER: Has he talked to anybody you know? 

BOY: (shouting) No. 

TEACHER: And yet you believe? 

BOY: I don’t know. 

TEACHER: If you don’t know you don’t believe. You have no answers. 
We know. We believe in us. We have answers. All the answers. 
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OY: (quietly, said) I have no answers. 

EACHER: Because you have no cause. Our cause is real. We have no doubts. 
We have no problems. We march forward. We have a goal. 

OY: (broken) What is the goal? 

EACHER: Peace, progress and happiness for all working people on earth. 
We're all brothers of the cause, all nations, all races, all brothers. 

OY: Peace, progress, happiness .. . (with a-last effort) I wonder... . 

EACHER: (sharply, with complete, cold assurance) stop wondering. The 
wonder is over. The era of certainty has begun. 
(Band music up full force, hitting sharply for not more than three seconds, 
spots off Platform III and on Platform 1.) 
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EAGUER TWO: For the boy in East Germany, wonder and awe are for- 
bidden fruits. 

EAGUER ONE: He cannot ask questions. He must obey. 

EAGUER TWO: He will obey. But he will continue to ask silent questions 
as long as he lives. 

EAGUER ONE: We ought to let him know that we are with him. On 
his side. But we can't. 

EAGUER TWO: We can. We are letting him know on which side we are. 

EAGUER ONE: When? Where? 

EAGUER TWO: Now. Here. 
(Without pause, spots off Platform I and on Platform II revealing Mary 
Ann and Betty.) 
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(Scenes 6 and 8 may be played in the dark.) 

TARY ANN: But I don’t get all shook up because I didn’t learn much in 
catechetical. My father says, people ought to get more religion and when 
you ask him what he means by that he'll tell you that means people ought 
to be Christian. Well, I’m trying to be Christian and... 

SETTY: How? 

AARY ANN: What do you mean, how? 

SETTY: You're trying to be Christian. How are you trying? 

MARY ANN: (shouting) That's none of your business. None of your busi- 
ness. None of your business. 


9 


'EAGUER TWO: A silent Christian is a weak Christian. 
-EAGUER ONE: A strong Christian is a sharing Christian. 
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MARY ANN: (she’s on Platform II, looking up to the boys on Platform 
second spot reveals her as she begins talking). Ate you trying to say I’ 
not Christian if I’m not witnessing? 

LEAGUER TWO: We said, you shut yourself out from the source of strengt 
that comes from sharing your doubts and your certainties. You're hurtin 
your own cause, 

MARY ANN: I got about enough. First I get it from Betty. Then th 
dope, Louise, walks out on me and tags along with Betty and now you'r 
getting me ready for a congressional investigation. I'll have you know 
I know the score. I know our program and I do the things we ough 
to be doing. 

LEAGUER TWO: How? 

MARY ANN: Here we go again. . . . How? Why? ... . Can’t you eve; 
stop asking questions? 

LEAGUER TWO: No, we can't. 

MARY ANN: Then let me ask you some questions. 

LEAGUER TWO: Go ahead. 

MARY ANN: You heard the Commie. How they’re all brothers of the 


cause, all nations, all races . . . how they’re all working together ? 
LEAGUER TWO: We heard him. 
MARY ANN (triumphantly): We got it miles over him. We... I mean. 


our little ole’ league. We've been doing this thing, this brotherhood bit 
all through last spring. Was great. 

LEAGUER ONE: Social action? 

MARY ANN: Social action, yes, sirree. Right according to rules and regula. 
tions. And I'm the social action secretary, me, Mary Ann. I read the 
whole thing. I know all ‘bout it. And we’ve been doing it. Commies, ha! 

LEAGUER ONE: What did you do? 

MARY ANN: Well, you know the four steps of action (pulls out pamphlet, 
reads): 1. Find the need; 2. Analyze the situation; 3. Form convictions: 
4. Act. We did ’em all. Find, analyze, form, act. One, two, three, four. 
(snaps fingers) Just like that. 

LEAGUER ONE: Go on. 

MARY ANN: OK, I will. The model constitution for congregational leagues 
says: “The social action secretary shall alert the youth of the congregation 
to their responsibilities as Christians in matters pertaining to (hesitates) 
socio-goli . . . socio-logical relations. He shall encourage the leaguers to 
study the social structure, stimulate them to form Christian convictions, 
and assist them in the expression of their convictions through service 
projects and actions to alleviate social injustices...” Boy, what a sentence. 
... ! Anyway, I did. 

LEAGUER ONE: You did what? 

MARY ANN: I alerted them. Of course, we had trouble. 

LEAGUER ONE: Why? 


(Spots off. On screen, picture of clean, prosperous suburban Street) 
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[(ARY ANN: We live in Oakdale. 

(Frame: Row of new cars parked outside ranch-type homes) 

[ARY ANN: Lots of nice people live there. 

(Frame: New home) 

‘ARY ANN: We haven’t got any sociological relations. Just nice, new 
homes. We went on a fact finding tour. Down the road we found a need. 
(Frame: Close up of kitten) 

She needed a home but that wasn’t what we were after. So we went on. 
(Frame: Old, decaying house) 

Then we found it. It was way over on the other side of town. There were 
six people living in it. One was Tommy. I thought he was cute. 
(Projector off. Spot on Tommy) 


10 


(Tommy stands on Platform Ill. Mary Ann, Betty and Louise are on 
Platform I, walk gradually over until they stand by Platform III, talking 
up to Tommy.) 

OMMY: We moved to Oakdale six months ago. Then Dad lost his job. 

_ He’s on relief now. Mom works as a cleaning woman downtown. I’ve got 
three sisters. I’m the oldest. 

[ARY ANN: We're from the Luther League at St. Paul’s. We'd like to 

do something for you. 

OMMY: Why? 

[ARY ANN: Never mind the why. We'd like to do something, honest. 

OMMY: What? 

[ARY ANN: Don't you know? 

OMMY: No. 

[ARY ANN: Well now, let’s analyze. 

(OMMY: Analyze what ? 

[ARY ANN: Your need. 

COMMY*: I don’t know what you're talking about. 

ETTY: Youve been to church? 

OMMY: We don’t go. 

ETTY: Why? 

OMMY: Don’t know. We just don’t go. 

OUISE: Would you like to? 

OMMY: I can’t walk all across town just to get to church, can I? 

[ARY ANN. You can ride. 

(OMMY: On what? A soap box, uphill? 

TARY ANN: Hurrah, we got it! 

(OMMY: What? 

[TARY ANN: The cause. We're going to drive you to church every Sunday. 

‘OMMY: Oh, I don’t know ... I haven’t got a decent suit. And my old 
man doesn’t like church. Says, church is just after the money. We ain’t 
got any. 
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MARY ANN: But you've got to come. 

TOMMY: Got to? Why? 

MARY ANN: We need you. 

TOMMY: What do you need me for? 

MARY ANN: Don’t you understand? We got to do something for some: 
body. And Oakdale is such a tough place to find something to do. We've 
got no socio-lo-gi-cal problems, see? : 

TOMMY: Oh, you're like the boy scouts. Good deed a day or no medal, huh? 

MARY ANN: Never mind the medal stuff. We've got you, you need us. . . 

TOMMY: You said, you needed me. 

MARY ANN. Well, it’s the same thing, isn’t it? 

TOMMY: No, it isn’t. And I’m not going to church, even if you come and 
get me in a ’59 convertible with white sidewall tires. 

MARY ANN: It is a ’59 convertible. Chrysler, powder blue with red leathes 
seats. Real leather. How ‘bout it? 

TOMMY: No. 

MARY ANN: You're mean. 
(Spot off Tommy and on Leaguer II who is on Platform I. Second spot 
stays on Mary Ann who remains in her previous position, in front of 
Platform III. Louise and Betty move out of spotlight focus and take 
positions on Platform II. No pause between 10 and 11. Tom exits.) 
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LEAGUER TWO: Social action, huh? 

MARY ANN: (turning around to face him) What... ? Oh, you again. I 
really didn’t want you to hear that. 

LEAGUER. TWO: I realize that. 

MARY ANN: Miserable flop. But what can you do? 

LEAGUER TWO: You tried, didn’t you? 

MARY ANN: You heard me. 

LEAGUER TWO: That’s not what I mean. You tried to do something about 
it afterwards. 

MARY ANN: Who are you, J. Edgar Hoover? 

LEAGUER TWO: Go on, tell us. 

MARY ANN: (subdued) It isn’t my story. 
(Spot off League Two and on Platform II where Louise and Betty are 
positioned. Mary Ann joins them.) 
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LOUISE: What a pity, it didn’t work. And he was cute. 
MARY ANN: Idiot. He got it all wrong. 
BETTY: (quietly) Did he? 
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fARY ANN: What do you mean, did he? You heard him. 

me LL ¥s.el' did. 

fARY ANN: Then you know. That boy scout stuff he said... 

‘OUISE: What's wrong with boy scouts? My brother is one. 

TTY: There’s nothing wrong with boy scouts. 

MARY ANN: We're no boys and no scouts. We're Luther Leaguers and 
social action just went pphhht in the fair town of Oakdale. 

sETTY: Mary Ann, can I ask you something? 

MARY ANN: Go ahead. 

sETTY: Why did you want to drive Tommy to church on Sunday ? 

MARY ANN: What do you mean, Why? Because we've got a social action 
program. We found a need. We analyzed the situation. We formed a 
ce and then we were ready to act. Only we couldn't. The creep 
said no. 

}ETTY: Because he felt we didn’t want to serve him but wanted him 
to serve us. We didn’t look for a need. We looked for a cause. 

QUISE: And I say he was a good cause. I liked him. 

SETTY: So do I. He was a good cause. He still is a good cause. But we 

have to make sure first that our cause happens to fit his need. 

OUISE: Well, it does, doesn’t it? 

SETTY: What is his need? 

LOUISE: He should come to church. He needs it. 

3ETTY: How can he know it? So far he’s only convinced that we need 
him because we wanted to find something to do. That doesn’t sound very 
appealing to an outsider. 

JQUISE: Perhaps his father would beat him up if he went to church. 

3ETTY: We should find out. 

MARY ANN: What's the use? He won't come. Let’s look for something else. 

JETTY: I think we found what we were looking for. But we've got to keep 
on digging. 

,OUISE: Digging? Where? 

3ETTY: Let’s talk to Tommy again. Let’s just talk. No questions. No plans. 
Let’s find out who he is . . . what he thinks . . . what he hopes to be. 
Let’s find out why his father is out of a job. Let’s forget about us. 
(Spots fade, music under, on screen, frame of: Close up of newspaper 
page with shadow of cross diagonally across) 

3ETTY: Social action is no blueprint for business. Social action is a guide 
to the study of human need, an exploration of people. Social action may 
mean no action at all, but stillness and thinking and watching. Social 
action may be a thin thread guiding you through the maze of life—your 
life, other people’s lives—at home, at school, on the job, in the com- 
munity. Social action is living with open eyes and an open mind and 


an open heart. ; ) 
(Projector off, spot on Tommy on Platform III, music remains under.) 
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TOMMY: (speaking slowly, emphatically) You've come again and again 
You've come to our door, and then you’ve come into our home. You 
didn’t mind the dirty dishes on the table and the stale smell of closec 
windows and unmade beds. You didn’t show off your better clothes anc 
your cleaner hands, You didn’t make me feel smaller. You stooped a little 
so that I didn’t have to look up. You've come again and again. I don’ 
know what it is that drives you on. I don’t know who it is that send: 
you. I don’t know what goes on behind your closed doors. But you have 
come. And you have asked and you have cared. I don’t know what it is. 
I don’t know. But I would want to be the way you are. I want to be 
with you. 

(Music off, spots on Tommy on Platform III and on Leaguer Two on 
Platform 1) 
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LEAGUER ONE: Welcome aboard. 

TOMMY: Who are you? 

LEAGUER ONE: I'm Leaguer Number One. 

TOMMY: What kind of a name is that? 

LEAGUER ONE: A disgraceful name, if you ask me. But they didn’t ask 
me when they gave it to me. They called me Leaguer Number One because 
they ran out of names... or something. 

LEAGUER TWO: (walks onto Platform I joining Leaguer One) That was 
not the idea. 

TOMMY: Who are you? 

LEAGUER TWO: I'm Leaguer Number Two. 

TOMMY: You're a funny bunch. Not even names. 

LEAGUER TWO: I'll tell you why. You see, when they wrote us into the 
script they needed a couple of average fellows—you know, the kind you'd 
find in any league. They didn’t really want you to identify us with any 
one you know—just with average guys, a little gripey and a little scared 
and a little cocky and a little thankful and . . . el you got the picture. 

TOMMY: Yea, I got you. I don't like you. 

LEAGUER ONE: What's wrong? 

TOMMY: I don’t like you. You're the kind of guys I can meet any time 
of the day or night at school or at the movies or at the ball field. You're 
not so special. 

LEAGUER ONE: Who said we are? 

TOMMY: Well, I don’t know, you're church people, aren’t you? 

LEAGUER ONE: Sure. 

TOMMY: Well, church people are special. 

LEAGUER ONE: Why? 
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TOMMY: I don’t know. They are . . . those girls that came to see 
me... they were different. 

LEAGUER TWO: Well, there is a difference between boys and girls. 

TOMMY: That’s not what I mean. 

~EAGUER TWO: You thought young people who belong to the church 
have collapsible wings ? : 

TOMMY: Of course not, but... 

LEAGUER TWO: We should be different. 

TOMMY: Yes. 

LEAGUER TWO: Ate you different? 

TOMMY: No. 

LEAGUER TWO: Then, why us? 

TOMMY: I’m not you. 

LEAGUER ONE: If you want to join us you can’t be different from us 
and we can’t be different from you. We're just people trying to be 
Christian people. . 

TOMMY: Just trying? 

LEAGUER ONE: Just trying. Nobody can do more. 

TOMMY: How are you trying? 

LEAGUER ONE: Come and see. We're having a league meeting tonight. 

| (Spots fade, dance music under) 

TOMMY: What are you going to do? 

LEAGUER ONE: We'll have worship, study and recreation. 

TOMMY: Recreation . . . what do you mean? Just fun? 

ILEAGUER ONE: It’s fun but more than that. It has a purpose. 

TOMMY: Make you laugh? 

(ILEAGUER ONE: Make you think. 

TOMMY: But how? 

(Dance music up. If feasible, stage lights up: Group performs folk dance 
or other dance number at center stage. At end of number, Tommy and 
Leaguer I are on Platform III while Mary Ann and Jeff walk onto Plat- 
form I. If no dance group available, scene 15 follows 1mmediately.) 
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LEAGUER ONE: You've met Mary Ann, of course? 

TOMMY: Yes, and I didn’t like her either. I liked the other one, Betty. 
MARY ANN: (talking to Jeff next to her on Platform I) Jett, over there 
is Tommy, the one I told you about. 
TOMMY: (to Leaguer One) Who is the fellow she’s with? I’ve seen him 

4” ©in school. 

LEAGUER ONE: His name is Jeff. He’s got a ’42 coupe. 
TOMMY: I know. He's been showing it off to everybody. 

JEFF: (with a friendly gesture toward Tommy on Platform III) Hi! 
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TOMMY: (without concealing his hostility) Hi! 

JEFF: I've heard about you. From Mary Ann. 

TOMMY: Well, they didn’t vote you the next president of the United States 
either. (Jeff and Mary Ann leave platform, spot off.) 

LEAGUER ONE (to Tommy): Take it easy. He’s a Leaguer, too. 

TOMMY: Well, if he’s one, I’m the Dalai Lama. 

LEAGUER ONE: What's eating you? 

TOMMY: Nothing. I don’t care for him, that’s all. He’s a snob. You think 
he ever said “hi” to me before? Never. Me, I'm walking, see. He’s 
driving by in his dolled up jalopy. 

LEAGUER ONE: But did you ever speak to him? 

TOMMY: Of course not. 

LEAGUER ONE: You don’t know him. 

TOMMY: Nope. 

LEAGUER ONE: Now you can. 

TOMMY: You call that fun? 

LEAGUER ONE: Recreation. 

TOMMY: You said that meant fun. 

LEAGUER ONE: I said it meant more than fun. We have a guide that says 
that Christian Recreation is any type of joyful activity in which we would 
feel that Christ is welcome. It says, it's part of our response to God's love 
and that it promotes Christian growth and leads us into deeper fellowship 
with God and our fellowman. 

TOMMY: I didn’t take Greek. 

LEAGUER ONE: It means trying to be Christian among Christians. 

TOMMY: Me trying to be Christian with the ‘42 coupe? 

LEAGUER ONE: That too. 

TOMMY: (very upset) Brother! 

LEAGUER ONE: I want you to know him, to understand him. That's fellow- 
ship that re-creates. Listen. 

(Room darkens rapidly. On screen, frame: Sunny sky, with clouds) 
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LEAGUER ONE: Jeff was the kind of a guy who had his eyes on the wide 


horizon me 
(Frame: Open road) 
LEAGUER ONE: . . . when he didn’t have it on the road... . 
(Frame: Heads of girls, from behind) 
LEAGUER ONE:. . . or somewhere else . . . 
(Frame: Stack of books) 
LEAGUER ONE:. . . or in his books. 


LEAGUER ONE: Jeff was a regular guy and he was bright. He thrives on 
math like TV on Westerns. But his greatest pride was this: His shiny 
new car. 

(Frame: old coupe) 
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EAGUER ONE: ... well, almost new, anyway. He had put it together from 
a lot of scrap and the combination was all new . . . and all his. He loved 
that jalopy. It stood for something he had accomplished. And all the kids 
in the neighborhood had learned something from him. 

_ (Frame: Children around jalopy) 

‘/EAGUER ONE: This is the kind of a guy Jeff is. He has a way with kids. 

He wanted to be a science teacher since he was in junior high. We all 

took it for granted he would never think of anything else. Jeff and his 

jalopy, straight on the way to a college career. And then came the League 
meeting at which the speaker didn’t show up. 

(Projector off. Spots up. Leaguer II is on Platform Il, facing Mary Ann, 

Jeff, Louise, Betty, Leaguer I who stands below him facing him) 
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.EAGUER TWO: Our topic for tonight was Christian vocation. But we've 
had bad luck. The vocational guidance counselor that was supposed to 
speak to us called half an hour ago that he’s sick. We have no speaker 
a SO es 

[EFF: So what, I'll make a speech. 

MARY ANN: Good old Jeff, always ready to plunge headlong in the mud. 

JEFF: Honest, I want to tell you something. 

LOUISE: What about ? 

[EFF : Remember the science contest last spring? The one about rocket research 
for senior high? 

LEAGUER ONE: You said you'd enter. 

EFF: I did. 

MARY ANN: You won a prize? 

JEFF: I got a letter from the corporation this afternoon. I placed fifth among 
over eight hundred. 

(excitement) 

BETTY: What's the prize ? 

JEFF: No prize. But they're offering me a scholarship to Southern Cal. and 
free flight training if I sign up for five years in their space research 
program after graduation. 

LEAGUER ONE: Man . . . and flying too. 

JEFF: Yep, and flying too. 

MARY ANN: And you can give your car to the kids to play with. 

LEAGUER ONE: And shoot right up to the moon . . 

LOUISE: And farther .. . (puzzled) what's farther? 

LEAGUER ONE: Venus, Mars, Jupiter . . . farther and farther. 

MARY ANN: And not be a dusty old prof. 

BETTY: (calm) Is that what you want? 

JEFF: (surprised) Of course. 
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LEAGUER TWO: | thought you wanted to be a science teacher, 

JEFF: I like science, 

LEAGUER TWO: You wanted to teach. 

JEFF: That was before I got this offer. 

LEAGUER TWO: Things are changed now, are they ? 

JEFF: You don’t make much money as a teacher. 

MARY ANN: You'll become a space pilot and be famous. 

LEAGUER TWO: Is that what you want? 

JEFF: (excited). I have it in the palm of my hand. 

LEAGUER TWO: I know, but it isn’t what you wanted ? 

JEFF: (reflective) You can go awfully far in space. 

LEAGUER TWO: (calm) Space isn’t far enough, 

JEFF: (surprised) Man’s mind goes farther. 

JEFF: Space is far enough for me. 

LEAGUER TWO: It will have to be if you commit yourself now. 

JEFF: Are you telling me not to accept ? 

BETTY: I don’t think anybody can tell you what to do. It’s up to you to 
decide, But we can help you think it over. 

LEAGUER ONE: I don’t get it, Betty. Why should Jeff think it over? It’s 
the chance of a lifetime. 

BETTY: It’s also the decision of a life time. And he’s responsible for it. 

LEAGUER TWO: He received his life from God—as a gift. He has a talent, 
and that was a gift too. He’s responsible for his life and his talent to the 
One who gave it to him. He has to use both to everybody’s best advantage. 

MARY ANN: Everybody’s? You mean, his own. 

LEAGUER TWO: No, I mean, everybody’s. He’s a Christian. He isn’t alone. 
A Christian cannot see himself detached from the rest of the world. He’s 
part of it. 

JEFF: (rebellious) But this is my future. 

LEAGUER TWO: Not yours alone. 

MARY ANN: I don't get it. 

BETTY: I do. 

MARY ANN: You always do, don’t you ? 

BETTY: I'm not bragging. Just stating facts. 

LOUISE: Gee, everybody’s talkin’ and I don’t even know what it is all about. 

BETTY: This is what it is all about, Louise: Jeff wanted to go into teaching 
and He’s got talent for it. 

LOUISE: I know. 

BETTY: Now he has this offer to study at Southern Cal. and go into space 
research. 

LOUISE: And fly to the moon. 

BETTY: Perhaps. 

LOUISE: And become a millionaire. 

BETTY: Perhaps. 

LOUISE: Then why shouldn’t he accept ? 
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ETTY: Because if he did he might not be following his calling. He might 

| just go down the road of self glory. 

EFF: Nobody sees the total picture. 

EAGUER TWO: Except God. That’s why we pray for guidance. That’s why 
we have this special concern which we call Christian vocation. 

(OUISE: I thought Christian vocation meant to become a pastor or a deaconess ? 

EAGUER TWO: That's only a tiny little part of Christian vocation. 

(OUISE: (assured) And the best. 

-EAGUER TWO: No, not even the best. We don’t believe that it is better 
for a man to be a minister rather than to be a teacher or a scientist or an 
engineer or a doctor. The church needs workers but the whole world needs 
Christians. 

OUISE: But the best Christians are... 

-EAGUER TWO: (quick) No, we hope pastors are good Christians but there 
simply are no “best Christians’ among us. We're a community of sinners, 
all of us. Remember our confession on Sunday morning. 

,QUISE: That we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned 
against thee by thought, word and deed... . 

.EAGUER TWO: Yes, that’s what we say every week. All of us. There are 
no exceptions. And it makes no difference where we stand in life . . . in 
age, education or profession. We’re all sinners. 

-OUISE: But then, what do I do about Christian vocation ? 

.EAGUER TWO: I suppose, you might just try to live a Christian life as well 
as you can. 

3ETTY: And that ties in with everything else . . . evangelism, missions, social 
ACN «3 

EFF: My question is still open: What should I do? What is my Christian 
Vocation? Go into space research or teach college kids? 

-EAGUER TWO: Is space the farthest God wants you to go? 

EFF: I don’t know—not any more. Perhaps I could go farther . . . serve other 
people’s minds. Perhaps space isn’t far enough. I never thought of it that 
way. (room darkens) 

(EFF: I have to think it over. It’s a new idea. It’s a new responsibility. It’s a 
new world. 

(On screen: '42 coupe) 
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LEAGUER ONE: (on Platform I with Tommy) And that’s why Jeff is still 
burning the road in a 42 coupe instead of blasting the sky in a twin-engine 
jet. The decision was his. 

» (Spots on both) 

TOMMY: You mean, he didn’t accept the offer from space research ? 

LEAGUER ONE: No, he felt that this wasn’t what he ought to do. For 
someone else, yes, but not for Jeff. 
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TOMMY: He lost his chance. 

LEAGUER ONE: Perhaps, but he decided according to his best judgment. 

TOMMY: I wouldn’t have had the guts to turn them down. It’s an awfu 
chance to take. 

LEAGUER ONE: We're all taking chances as Christians. We're all adventurer 
in faith. 

TOMMY: I would like to talk to Jeff. You think he'll let me, after wha 
I've said about him? 

LEAGUER ONE: We're all taking chances as Christians. You'll have to fin« 
out for yourself. 

TOMMY: Tough. 

LEAGUER ONE: Tough. 

TOMMY: And no fun either. 

LEAGUER ONE: It may become, later, once you know him. And then you’l 
understand what you couldn’t understand a little while ago, that recreatior 
at a Luther League meeting is more than entertainment, that it’s fellowshir 
with a purpose. 

LEAGUER TWO: (waking up) And so is the League: fellowship with < 

urpose. 

BETTY: (joining them): Evangelism—to grow in mutual understanding by 
witnessing to faith. 

MARY ANN: (joining). Social action—a study of human needs in Christiar 
concern. 

JEFF: Christian vocation—to plan your future as a good steward of your talents 

EAST GERMAN BOY: (walking to join group). Missions—to know that 
people around the world are us, one under God. 

TOMMY: Recreation—to shake hands with Jeff (executes). 

LEAGUER TWO: The league—fellowship with a purpose. 

(Back curtain parts, revealing assembled choir which hums LLA hymn 
as background for concluding lines) 
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LEAGUER ONE: This is our world. We don’t see very far. And sometimes 
we can’t see at all. But we can try. 

LEAGUER TWO: Our eyes don’t see as much as our hearts. 

BETTY: Our ears don’t hear as well as our hearts. 

JEFF: Our minds can’t think as far as our hearts. 

BETTY: But over us is God. And our response to his forgiving love can raise 
the sights beyond our time and space into future yet unborn—into the 
day where we, his children, can perceive, not understand, the great, un- 
changing order of all times. 

LEAGUER TWO: Yes, over us is God. And nothing else remains now to be 
said than give him thanks for what we are. Not good, not bad. Just 
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humans—wondering, perplexed, but confident. Just humans born to live 
and be—in love and faith. 

ETTY: Just humans, meant to rally round the sign that brought, in suffering, 
joy to all humanity, and gave us purpose in the maze of life. 
(Choir up. Actors on stage join in song and exit over stairs and through 
middle aisle of auditorium followed by choir.) 


THE END 


RESENTATION HELPS Most important, read the play! This is some- 
sing that every leaguer can do. Ponder the main points brought out in 
ach scene—this may turn into a full-scale re-evaluation of you, the 
sague, so be prepared! How does your world stack up with what's de- 
‘ribed in the play? Why do people stop asking questions after they‘re 
onfirmed? Can you be a Christian without asking questions? How does 
eing “saved” relate to Christian growth? How do you actively interpret 
ocial Action in your league? How would you have answered the ques- 
ons of the East German teacher? What allegiance to you, as a Chris- 
an, owe to your government? How is the real meaning of Recreation 
rought out in the play? What is your relationship to Tommy, to the East 
‘erman boy? These questions may serve as a starter for a number of 
Uzz groups or a panel discussion. 

The phantasy can be adapted conveniently to the resources of any 
»ague. The message of the play lies in its lines, not in any props. The 
»ss distraction in the background or foreground the better. The stage 
irections at the beginning can be followed easily using whatever plat- 
arms are available. If the projection arrangement suggested is unwork- 
ble for your facilities, the slides could be shown at any angle where 
1e players would not obstruct the view of the audience. Large pictures 
r charcoal drawings appropriately chosen could also be used effectively. 

For a full production your league could plan to combine with an- 
ther league to stage the play with all parts memorized, perhaps for a 
amily Night program. A very effective presentation for an individual 
sague would be a reading of the phantasy. You don’t all have to be 
harles Laughtons to do this successfully, but a rehearsal will make the 
ialogue sound natural. The most important thing to remember in any 
ind of presentation is that these are real people with very real ques- 
ons, and not just “parts” to be acted out. Be very careful that the read- 
rs or players do not overdramatize the characters (especially the East 
serman teacher!) Follow closely the suggestions at the beginning for 
naracter descriptions. 

The play closes on a worshipful note, the singing of the LLA hymn. 
or this reason leagues may want to set the tone of the presentation with 

brief order of worship at the beginning of the program, perhaps a 
ymn, scripture lesson and prayer. 


pyil 
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COMIC 
HALLOWEEN 


you provide 
the characters 


by MARION CLARK 


N° doubt by this time you ar 
thoroughly disgusted with th, 
usual type Halloween parties, and ar 
frantically looking for something dif 
ferent. It is hoped that in the lines tha 
follow your diligent search will b: 
duly rewarded. For this purpose thi 
article was written, but unless you us: 
your own originality and insert you 
own enthusiasm in the preparation anc 
execution of the party, it is quite likel; 
to prove as much of a flop as any othe 
unprepared event. 

This is to be a comic strip party 
You may decide that the leaguer: 
should come dressed as comic strif 
characters; but even if you don’t, there 
can still be fun galore and you car 
still get the point across through games 
decorations, refreshments, and the like 


Publicity 

The party should be well publicizec 
long enough before-hand as to arouse 
the curiosity and interest of the youth. 
Posters depicting comic strip characters 
and announcing the event, as well as 
post cards along the same line, might 
well be utilized. At any rate make sure 
the publicity is early and adequate— 
this is the first way of assuring success 
for your patty. 


Games 


Just as in the case in other type 
parties, you'll want to keep the games 
varied enough as to keep interest and 
enthusiasm high. You'll want to start 
off with some mixers until everyone is 
acquainted; then move into the more 
active games; next perhaps a break for 
refreshments; and finally some group 
singing climaxed by a short devotional 
period before dismissal. You may be 
able to think of games equally good or 


tter than those listed, but just to get 
uu started, here are a few. 
If your group has ever played 
escriptive Initials, this one should 
me easy. Seat everyone in a circle. 
sk that each person introduce the per- 
in to his right and give that person a 
mic strip character's name beginning 
ith the first initial of his real name. 
or instance, I might introduce the 
*rson to my right by saying, “This is 
on Watson, alias Dick Tracy.” This 
a rather crude adaptation of the 
une, but it should at least help break 
e ice. You may rather use some stand- 
d ‘“‘mixer’’ with no adaptations what- 
ever, 
For this game, give each member 10 
sans, peanuts, small stones, buttons, 
c. and a slip of paper with the name 
* some cartoon character on it. Pre- 
termine which character is to be the 
cky one. Then have the players to 
iy and sell the strips of paper using 
ie beans as a medium of exchange. 
he slip of paper is not to be traded 
9 another slip. For example, one 
ayer may be able to sell his slip for 
beans and be able to buy another for 
bean. He is then 2 beans richer than 
hen he started. At the end of the 


game announce the lucky name. The 
person possessing the slip with that 
name wins a small prize—maybe a 
comic book! 

Probably the first game which came 
to your mind when you read the title 
of this article was Charades. This one, 
for those of you who have never played 
it, consists of teams of 3 or 4 people 
acting out by motions and characteris- 
tic antics some well-known comic strip. 
The rest of the group tries to guess 
which. Television’s ‘‘Pantomine Quiz” 
is similar. 

Here’s one that should provide some 
good laughs. Before the party cut out 
a number of cartoons from magazines 
and newspapers. Cut the caption from 
underneath, but save both the cartoons 
and captions. Distribute a blank piece 
of paper, a pencil, and a caption to 
each person. The person tries to think 
of a fitting cartoon to match the cap- 
tion and draws a rough sketch. When 
everyone has finished, distribute the 
cartoons that really belonged with 
captions. Hint: You'd better write on 
the back of the cartoon the caption 
before you separate them so that you 
won't forget which went with which. 


— 
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Refreshments 


If you can think of some refresh- 
ments that tie in with this theme, 
you're better than I am. The only thing 
I know of that comic strip characters 
habitually eat is Dagwood sandwiches. 


In Closing 

My now your group is probably get- 
ting tired and perhaps a bit restless. 
Why not gather in a circle on the floor 
and enjoy some fellowship singing? 
Of course you'll need a leader unless 
your league is more spontaneous than 
most. Start off with light songs and 
work up through the more serious 
transition songs and spirituals. End 
with a familiar hymn or two. A friend- 
ship circle, the Lord’s prayer, or a 
short devotional should put a topping 
on the affair and send your leaguers 
home in the right state of mind. 
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by EUGENE HOEFTMAN 


OUNT YOUR BLESSINGS 
ietro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

A war-time quickie marriage be- 
ween Deborah Kerr and Rossano 
razzie produces a child but no re- 
uning husband as he elects to remain 
1 military service. Years later when he 
nally does return all three of them 
nd that putting a family back to- 
ether again is a bigger job than an- 
cipated. Maurice Chevalier tries to 
elp. 

Seon comedy on the sophisti- 
ated side but lacking conviction. Eng- 
sh and French scenery is more in- 
sresting than the plot. CinemaScope 
ad MetroColor. 


HE HANGMAN 
aramount 

Robert Taylor, a deputy U. S. 
qarshal with a reputation for getting 
f$ man, is on one last manhunt be- 
ore heading for California and a 
hange of occupation. He’s got a good 


idea where his man is hiding out but 
needs “Tina Louise for identification 
purposes. Fess Parker, local sheriff, 
could help also, But will he? Quiet 
little western, no special gunplay or 
violence, just relying on the suspense. 


JOHN PAUL JONES 
Warner Bros. 

A famous sea fighter and Revolu- 
tionary War hero has his innings here 
in a 2 hour opus starring Robert 
Stack. Seemingly beset on every hand 
by determined opposition (even in the 
romance department) it’s a wonder he 
sticks it out. Thrilling battle scenes, 
particularly the big one between The 
Bonhomme Richard and HMS Serapis. 
Marisa Pavan and Erin O’Brien are the 
two women in his life. Tie-in is made 
with our present day Navy. Charles 
Coburn as Ben Franklin and Bette 
Davis as Catherine the Great are part 
of a large cast. Technirama and Tech- 
nicolor. 
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THIS EARTH IS MINE 


Universal-International 


Almost too much plot here as Claude 
Rains, Rock Hudson, Jean Simmons, 
Dorothy McGuire and others go 
round and round in a romantic drama 
set in the wine country of California 
during the waning days of prohibition. 

Claude, pioneer vintner and head of 
the family, welcomes Jean home from 
England, and immediately plans on 
marrying her off to an adjacent vine- 
yard owner's son. Cousin Rock has 
other ideas on this just as he has other 
ideas on operation of the family busi- 
ness. CinemaScope and Eastman Color. 
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Woo and winemaker 


A HOLE IN THE HEAD 
United Artists 

An engaging comedy-drama with 
Frank Sinatra and Eddie Hodges as | 
father-son combination going broke it 
the Miami (Fla.) hotel business. Elde 
brother Edward G. Robinson (terrifi 
in the part) could help but there's ; 
Price (separation from little Eddie) 
that Frank doesn’t want to pay; or he 
could get married again, but Franl 
isn’t ready for that either. Picture get: 
quite emotional in spots, but there ar 
lots of laughs too. Song “High Hopes’ 
by Frank and Eddie is real cute. Cin 
emaScope and DeLuxe Color. 


ARBY O’GILL AND THE 
TITLE PEOPLE 


alt Disney 


Matching wits with the King of the 
prechauns can be a lively and dan- 
tous business as witness what hap- 
ns to grounds-keeper Albert Sharpe 


ve and leprechauns 


in this usually charming, sometimes 
scary fantasy. 

Cast is largely imported from Ire- 
land and England which means you'll 
have to listen a bit more attentively 
than usual. Janet Munro and Sean 
Connery are the romantic pair. Techni- 
color. 


REVIEW 


A 


CANALS AND CAREERS 


DE LESSEPS; BUILDER OF SUEZ. 
By Laura Long. New York: Long- 
mans, Green and Co. 154 pages. 
$2.75. 


Dig that canal! 


This command did not come from 
the lips of a teen-age rock ’n roll 
enthusiast but rather, from the heart 
of Ferdinand dé Lesseps, dreamer, 
adventurer and builder, 


Author Long portrays De Lesseps 
as a French Tom Sawyer who schemes 
to bring his,,ideas to lifé., Captured 
by a plan which came to his attention 
when he was Only 27, the statesman 
set*out to build «a canal between the 
Red and Mediterranean Seas. 
¢The* reader is led through minutes 
af* accomplishment and moments of 
defeat, from France to Egypt, from 
ground breaking to dedication 10 
years later. . 

Today, when the 90-year-old Suez 
Canal is often the center of foreign 
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news, the young reader can gain pei 
tinent knowledge of the importanc 
of this 86-mile linkage of two bodie 
of water. 


If you want to enjoy a book abou 
a man and his dream come true, the 
you will want to “dig” De Lessep: 
Builder of Suez. 
—LARRY KETTLEHAK 
Ingomar, Ohio 


PREPARING FOR THE MINISTRY 
By Charles F. Kemp. St. Louis: Th 
Bethany Press. $1.50 (paperback 
128 pages. 

Lad, ever ask yourself such que: 
tions as “What is the ministry?” ¢ 
“Do I have the mental, physica 
spiritual, personal equipment for th 
ministry ?”’ 

If so, then dish out a buck and 
half for Charles F. Kemp’s latest book 
Preparing for the Ministry. 


This volume is a question-and- 

swer presentation. It asks the most- 

ten-asked questions and offers satis- 

ctory answers to the inquiring youth 
high school or college. 


The book’s contents cover such mat- 
rs as “the call to the ministry,” 
yersonal and educational qualifica- 
ms,’ “college and seminary course 
quirements,” and ‘“‘satisfactions and 


scouragements of the ministry,” 
—LESLIE CONRAD, JR. 


ANDY STRIPERS. By Lee Wynd- 
ham. Julian Messner Inc., N. Y. 
191 pages. $2.95. 


Bonnie Schuyler did not plan to be 
qurse. It was hard work; furthermore 
e did not enjoy being envolved in 
her peoples’ problems. 


Her friends interested her, how- 
er, in becoming a Candy Striper; or 
thaps it was the pretty pink striped 
iform that prompted Bonnie to be- 
me a Junior Nurses’ Aide. At any 
-e, she soon found that she had 
mething real and definite to think 
out and strive for. 


It was not until I read Candy Strip- 
+ that I realized that there is vol- 
teer work for young girls in hos- 
‘als throughout the country. Candy 
‘iper is but one of many organiza- 
ms of its kind; Bonnie and her 
ends are but a handful among the 
nusands of young girls who serve 
hospitals today as junior nurses’ 
les, performing tasks that save the 
ined nurse countless steps and 
ecious haurs. Like Bonnie, these 
tior nurses’ aides are enriching their 
m Jives while serving others. 


—BETTY SECHRIST 
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Quiet ume 


by DAR ROA 


| | Timothy 1:12-17 

This paragraph explodes with 
thanks. Jot down his reasons. Men 
find it difficult to give God the glory 
for their strength. Note that service 
flows from being faithful. Grace is 
receiving what I don’t deserve. Why 
did Christ come, 15? Has his goal 
been achieved in you? 


2 Corinthians 9:10-15 


Paul would have been a priv- 
ilege to live with. He was a thanks 
and not a spanks person, not gripeful 
but grateful. Note the source of our 
supply, 10. Serving God has three 
results, 12-13. How can we glorify 
God, 13? 


2 Thessalonians 2:13-17 


A Christian can’t help but give 
thanks, 13. Better to give thanks for 
you than for what you do. Called you 
through the Gospel reminds of Lu- 
ther’s explanation of Article 3. An- 
other beautiful benediction, 16. Ac- 
cept Christ’s comfort for your con- 
cerns today. 


Mark 14:3-9 


Jesus was willing to eat with a 
leper, even called him by his name, 
Simon. Sacrificial service earns striking 
commendation from Christ. Christ 
favors faithfulness over success. Note: 
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what is beautiful is not always pr 
tical; a chance to serve that comes bi 
once may supercede regular duty; eve 
charity may not always be the highe 
devotion. 


Revelation 4:1-11 


The first 3 chapters include 
letters to churches of John’s day. 4 it 
troduces us to what must take pla 
after this. God still on His thror 
encouraged Christians under persect 
tion. Vocabulary can’t picture Hin 
Note God's majesty, 5. 


Psalm 86 


What a choir singing praises fc 
man’s redemption, 6bff! Will you b 
joining them? On a fresh sheet jot o 
the left every phrase that relates t 
you, like I am poor and needy. O 
the right collect phrases that declar 
something about God, like Thou a 
my God... gracious to me. MA 
ALL men and nations acknowledg 
Thee as Lord of all! 
vf 1 Timothy 4:4-8 

How would you answer a youn 
boy’s question, “Why does God mak 
bloodsuckers?”” Underline everythin, 
created by God is good and face you 
day that positive way. For nothin, 
today supply “no person” and look a 
everyone through the mind of th 
welcoming Christ, 


Luke 16:10-13 


In what ways today can you be 
und faithful in every little? Test 
vur sense of stewardship by how well 
mu work for someone else. Is bor- 
wing information from a friend on 
term paper rather than digging it 
it yourself being faithful or dis- 
gnest in a very little? Be assured of 
3. On whose side are you? 


Acts 27:21-28 


The source of courage, 25? We 
mare courage by encouragement. 
That are four anchors of the Chris- 
an life? Daily prayer and Bible study 
-e two of them. Witnessing is an- 
ther. What's the fourth? Do you dare 
hen in a cafe to bow to pray? 


10 1 Thessalonians 2:9-12 


Christians aren’t afraid of 
vork. Observe that work with our 
ands and preaching of the Gospel 
re intimately related, 9. We do wit- 
ess with our behavior. 


| 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 


Strange that a Christian would 
vant to lounge through life. Yet “the 
eart is deceitful and desperately 
vicked; who can know it?” While 
hrist earnestly wants all to be saved, 
here comes a time when for their sake 
ve need to withdraw our fellowship. 
SLEANSE and direct my ambitions, 
) Christ. 


] Luke 6:20-26 


Observe that these “beatitudes”’ 
re shared with Ais disciples. Blessed 
n the Bible means intensly happy. 
et these cheer you, 21b, for example. 
‘Weeping may endure for a night 
ut joy comes in the morning”, If 


you find yourself being criticized as 
a Christian let 22-23 be your comfort. 


/ 2 Corinthians 1:3-11 


Blessed here ascribes glory and 
honor to the Trinity. Thank God for 
affliction! Why? See so that, 4. What 
is the purpose of our being so un- 
bearably crushed that we despair of 
life itself, 8-9 ? Whom do you have on 


your prayer list, 11? 

14 Lamentations 3:22-33 
Memorize 22. Twin it to 23. 

Great is thy faithfulness proves an 

energizing theme song. Much better 

than whistling in the dark! It’s hard 


as a teener to agree with 27. Experi- 
ence explains, 33. 


/ James 1:2-12 


My attitude makes the differ- 
ence, Strange that suffering and joy 
be linked? Not at all! Even Christ 
“for the joy that was set before Him 
endured the cross. . . .” Only my 
brethren (Christians) can understand 
this. Observe that we don’t ‘make 
trials but meet them, various trials. 
There is little growth without pain. 
| Job 2:1-10 

This old Bible book presents 
the classic question, “Why do I suffer 
so?” It’s not because God dislikes me! 
List God’s stated appreciations of 
Job, 3. Americans today tend to agree 
for all that a man has (materialistic 
accumulation of things) he does give 
for his life. Is this true with you? 


17 Ephesians 6:18-20 

As the initial session of the 
school year begins to wear off, we 
young Christians need all the more to 
pray at all times and keep alert. If the 
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witness of your friends has been 
singed this summer, could it have been 
your failure to pray for their bold- 
ness? Our faith need not fizzle this 
semester, 20! 


18 Isaiah 49:14-21 
Have you been tempted to feel 


that the Lord has forsaken (and) for- 
gotten me? Circle J will not forget 
you. Be assured that even though your 
friends fail your God is faithful. We 
all live in the tension between bwild- 
ers and destroyers. Let 17 be said of 
you this school year. 


/ Luke 21:10-19 

' Is the going tough already this 
school year? God hasn’t planned it 
to be cozy for Christians. Tensions 
are a time for you to bear testimony. 
Undetline I will give you, 15. Note 
the glérious but in 18. We are asked 
both to enjoy and to endure, 19. 


2 Matthew 23:1-12 


Does this sound familiar: hey 
preach but they do not practice? 
Phylacteries are little leather boxes 
containing slips’ with texts from the 
Pentateuch (the five books of Moses) 
worn by Jews on the head and on the 
left arm during prayer reminding them 
to keep the law. (Deut. 6:8) A basic 
law of leadership in 11-12. The Chris- 
tian life is full of paradoxes. 


2 Romans 13:8-10 


We are indebted to Paul for 
his clear and consistent emphasis on 
love as the pinnacle trait of a Chris- 
tian. He here builds on Christ's sum- 
mary, of the Ten.. Commandments, 
Mark, 12:30-31. Compare: his’“‘ode to 
love’ in 1 Cor, 13. The more com- 
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pletely I identify with Christ the mo 
adequately I'll love. 


2 Matthew 15:1-9 


Our Savior was no “‘Sund 
school sissy’ hesitating to speak fir 
ly. Christ had little use for traditio 
that made men pray. His concern 
that we honor him with our lips an. 
worship him with our lives indicatin: 
that our heart is not far from Him. 


2 Isaiah 1:10-17 


God makes it very clear tha 
He doesn’t need or want our sacrifices 
He wants our sin, 18! Notice the re 
peated emphasis on the inadequac 
of what we do to please Him. H 
concludes that our hands are full o 
blood. Plan for action in 16b-17. Cre 
ate in me a clean heart, O God. 


2 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 


Memorize 19. Luther echoe: 
this paradox saying that as a Christiar 
I am the most free of all and at the 
same time a servant of all. Clue tc 
a balanced Christian life is 22b. No- 
tice how blessings bounce back te 
those who bring blessings, 23. 


2 Galatians 6:14-18 


Few letters better contrast the 
slavery from our own effort to be 
saved with the freedom that flows 
from accepting Christ’s effort to save 
us. We need to keep straight the fact 
that believing and behaving are iden- 
tified but not identical. The first is the 
root of faith; the second is the fruit 
of faith. 


2 Hebrews 4:9-13 


. Have you experienced what the 
Bible means by “rest in the Lord” ? 
Memorize 12. Be assured that your 


jJuiet Time” is a definitely decision 
ne. Quietness and inactivity are not 
‘cessarily synonymous. 


Isaiah 58:5-12 


Did you know that the Old 
estament was so up-to-date? Notice 
e repetition of 7f and then. Also if 
id and. Memorize the promise of 11. 
fote well that this is linked to our 
‘sponse in 9b-10. What is the secret 
f taking delight in the Lord? See 
3-14, 


1 Thessalonians 4:9-12 


7 One of the exciting features of 
ae Christian life is our constantly ex- 
ending capacity to do so more and 
zore. Write down the four encour- 
gements, 11-12. Could not the final 
“words apply to classroom ee 
ke cheating ? 


Revelation 12:7-12 


Let this glimpse of Christ’s 
nal victory comfort you today. Be 
ssured that the victory was won be- 


fore your battle begun. Christ “con- 
quers by His shed blood. Victory is 
ours by accepting forgiveness of our 
sins again and again. 


3 1 John 4:7-16 


Williams translates, ‘Dearly 
beloved, let us practice loving one an- 
other, because love originates with 
God, and everyone who practices lov- 
ing a child of God knows God by 
experience.” Why did God send His 
only Son into the world,‘9? So what, 
alae 


3 Amos 3:1-2 

Upon the chosen the hardest 
punishment will fall! They have been 
intimate with God and should know 
what He demands in His covenant. 
Israel was not the only nation that 
thought material prosperity meant 
God’s approval of their affairs. What 
about our society? Do we hide in- 
justice and selfish ‘pride behind a 
sign: Christian Nation? 


Lady (at almond counter)—Who attends to the nuts? 
Clerk—Be patient lady, I'll wait on you in a minute. 


Don—What is cowhide chiefly used for? 
Tom—1 don’t know, but | suppose it’s used to keep the 


cow together. 


Teacher—Henry, analyze this sentence: “It was getting | 
to be milking time.” What mood? 


Henry—tThe cow! 


. “Dad, the teacher told us today about the evil spirits en- 


tering the swine.” 


“Is that the way we got deviled ham?” 
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CLATTER 
by CONRAD 


These are ‘Politicians’ Days.’’ With 
the November elections just around 
the calendared corner, the politician 
is in the driver’s seat. But the office- 
running politician is just one type of 
politico. Everywhere you turn—from 
the playpen to the old folks home— 
you'll find the politician at work. 

Webster defines the politician as 
“a schemer, an intriguer.” He’s big- 
Operating something, or pulling 
strings, or bullying his way through 
this or that. He loves the limelight; 
the shadows are for the birds. 

The politician gets his way so often, 
that even bald-faced facts have little 
meaning. He re-versions the old ad- 
age, “My country right or wrong,’ to 
read, ‘My way right or wrong.” 

The saddest commentary on the 
politician is that he usually has no 
real friends. Oh, he has friends of a 
sort—oodles of them. They'll laugh 
at his jokes, hark when he barks, and 
ride his bandwagon, mut always for 
ulterior reasons. 

When his days of usefulness are 
over, his cronies skedaddle from him 
as if he had the plague. When he 
can no longer pull strings for them, 
he’s no longer worth their time and 
attention. He's trashcanned like yes- 
terday’s newspaper. 

Sooner or later, the politician’s sins 
catch up with him. Judas Iscariot was 
a politician. He bargained with some 
other politicians—Church Politicians 
at that !—to sell Jesus. His politicking 
in this case drove him to a noose’s 
death—by his own hand. 
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Sometime, take inventory of t 
former “big wheels” in your commu 
ity, who are now living in retiremen 
Makes no difference whether the 
wheeled in civic, church, governmen 
union, or management circles, you wi 
likely find that the bigger the pol 
tician was, the more lonely and fo 
gotten he is. 


And more than one former pol 
tician—with old-aged time on hi 
hands—if asked: “What would yo 
do if you could live your life ove 
again ?”’ will admit: ‘‘For one thin 
I wouldn’t play the politico’s role o 
the second time around!” 


You may be wondering why I'n 
dishing out such thought-jots for you 
—a young person. The answer i 
simple: If you have big-operator trait 
of character now, it’s conceivable tha 
you'll be plagued with them the res 
of your days—unless you begin t 
make some about-face changes. 

The proper approach to life is no 
the route of the politician. The life 
of Jesus is testimony to this fact. 

Jesus was honest with himself anc 
with others—the politician seldom is 

Jesus lived to serve others. The 
politician lives to be served by hook 
and crook. 

Jesus believed that every person 
should be willing to lay down his life 
for his friends, rather than to live his 
life by riding roughshod over othe: 
folks. 

Jesus was able to report on the 
stewardship of his earthly life like 
this: “Father, I glorified thee on 
earth, having accomplished the work 
which thou gavest me to do.”” (John 
17:4) 

What sort of final report do you 
intend to make? 


